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The Disciples Publica- 








Disciples tion Society is an or- 
Publication ganization through 
which churches of the 

Society Disciples of Christ 
“ie seek to promote un- 
denominational and constructive 





Christianity. 

_The relationship it sustains to Dis- 
ciples organizations is intimate and 
organic, though not official. The So- 
ciety is not a private institution. It 
has no capital stock. No individuals 
profit by its earnings. 

The charter under which the So- 
ciety exists determines that whatever 
profits are earned shall be applied to 
agencies which foster the cause of 
religious education, although it is 
clearly conceived that its main task 
is not to make profits but to produce 
literature for building up character 
and for advancing the cause of re- 
ligion. * * « 


The Disciples Publication Society 


























regards itself as a thoroughly unde- 
nominational institution. It is organ- 
ized and constituted by individuals 
and churches who interpret the Dis- 
ciples’ religious reformation as ideally 
an unsectarian and unecclesiastical 
fraternity, whose common tie and 
original impulse are fundamentally the 
desire to practice Christian unity with 
all Christians. 

The Society therefore claims fel- 
lowship with all who belong to the 
living Church of Christ, and desires to 
cooperate with the Christian people 
of all communions, as well as with the 
congregations of Disciples, and to 
serve all. * * « 

The Christian Century desires noth- 
ing so much as to be the worthy or- 


gan of the Disciples’ movement. It 
has no ambition at all to be regarded 
as an organ of the Disciples’ denom- 
ination. It is a free interpreter of the 
wider fellowship in religious faith and 
service which it believes every church 
of Disciples should embody. It 
strives to interpret all communions, as 
well as the Disciples, in such terms 
and with such sympathetic insight as 
may reveal to all their essential unity 
in spite of denominational isolation. 
The Christian Century, though pub- 
lished by the Disciples, is not pub- 
lished for the Disciples alone. It is 
published for the Christian world. It 
desires definitely to occupy a catholic 
point of view and it seeks readers in 
all communions. 
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‘This is probably the most im 


The Christian Union Quarterly (Disciple): “The author 
has a brilliant style and thinks along ingenious and fas- 


The Religious Telescope (United Brethren): 
this work is new and remarkable. 
help the immersionists and affusionists to get together, 
which would be a great achievement.” 


Central Christian Advocate (Methodist): “A profound 
scholar, a deeply spiritual follower of the Master, a man 
among men, something of a mystic, we could well believe 
that if any person could show the way to Christian unity, 
Charles Clayton Morrison belongs to the select few.” 


The Presbyterian Advance: “The editor of this paper 
welcomes the appearance of this volume, for it enables him 
for the first time in his life to answer a question which has 
often been asked of him by correspondents and readers— 
‘What is the best book on baptism?” 


Every member of the Disciples’ fellowship should own this book 
which is stirring the denominations. Price, $1.35 per copy, postpaid 
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rtant book in English on the place of baptism in 
Christianity written since Mozley published his ‘Baptismal Regeneration’ in 1856”’ 


That is what the New York Christian Advocate says of this remarkable volume 


Herald of Gospel Liberty (Christian Denomination) : 
“Mr. Morrison is leading a movement for larger liberty in 
matters of opinion among the people of God.” 


The Advance (Congregationalist): 
position herein advocated is one that the Disciples will be 


The Christian Intelligencer (Reformed): “The argu- 
ment seems logical and the spirit of the writer is certainly 
as gentle in statement as it is urgent in appeal.” 


church, which has been peculiarly strenuous in behalf of 
the scriptural necessity of immersion, and he writes that 
‘the effect of our study is absolutely to break down the 
notion that any divine authority whatsoever stands behind 
the practice of immersion.’” 

The Congregationalist: A daring and splendidly Chris- 


The Homiletic Review: “The spirit of the book is de- 
lightful and raises new hopes where none had seemed pos- 
mary of the topic, especially as it is related to the history 
of modern sectarianism.” 
teresting work; as much so as any volume of fiction we 

The Christian Endeavor World: “A thorough treatise 


from the immersion point of view, but building a bridge 
toward the affusionist view.” 


Presbyterian): “It required courage 
It is by a minister of the Disciples 


(Episcopal): “An interesting sum- 


(Dallas, Tex.): “This is a very in- 
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A Squad in Physical Culture, Morehead Normal School, Morehead, Kentucky, 1917 


Man Power in the Alleghany Mountains 


he people of America, prior to the Civil War, the mountain regions south of Pennsylvania were as 

as the interior of Africa, and even when the history of that conflict was written, few noticed that 

sands of the bravest and the most effective soldiers in the Union Army came from the highlands south of 
and Dixon's line 

Only in the last decade of the nineteenth century was the real discovery made through which it is now 

oming generally known that four millions of pure blooded Anglo-Saxons live in the two hundred counties 

the mountains and foothills of Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, North and South Carolina and 


lust after the Revolutionary War their ancestors, in the great tide of migration that crossed the Alle- 

nies, stopped off and made their homes in fertile valleys and coves. Each family had an ample domain, 

with the development of railroads their highways were abandoned and communication with the outside 
world all but ceased, leaving them with the simple industries and handicrafts of their fathers. They multi- 
plied until every possible foothold on the mountain side had to be taken up for human habitation and the 
poverty of the people kept them on the verge of starvation. 

lo the outside world they were unknown, except for their “moonshine” whiskey and their implacable feuds 
While the men drank and fought and the women toiled and suffered, the children grew up to an inheritance of 
ignorance, poverty and hatred. But “every vice is the wrong side of a virtue,” and now we are beginning to see 
a new race of mountain people coming forth clean as their waterfalls, dependable as the steel from their hills, 
sturdy as the oak of their forests and with loyalty to the ideals which they have espoused as intense as are 
the furnace fires kindled of their coal 

While industry and trade have invested millions to develop the physical resources of this newly discovered 
land, the church must expend thousands to bring forth the man power, not only for the sake of the people 
themselves, but for the sake of America and the world, in this time when such virtues as the mountain people 
possess are infinitely needed 

The success of the Men and Millions Movement will enable the Disciples of Christ, through the Christian 
Woman's Board of Missions, to largely increase the work that is now being done. 








Men and Millions Movement 
222 W. Fourth Street, Cincinnati, O. 
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THE DAYS OF LUKEWARMNESS IN RELI- 
GION ARE OVER. 

In recent years we have seen the community settle 
down to a half-hearted assent to Christian truth. In 
the new days we shall have either a vigorous faith or 
an up-standing rebellion against the whole Christian 
system. We are examining our spiritual foundations. 
Every rotten sill will be thrown out and only the sound 
timber will be allowed to remain. 

That so many have been lukewarm in religion the 
past ten years may not be altogether the fault of re- 
ligion. We have had many new toys to play with. We 
constructed a fool’s paradise and tried to live in it. 
lhe events of a few months have toppled over our doll’s 
house and left us face to face with new realities. There 
was enough substance to our religion in these years 
to deserve better treatment. Those days of partly 
empty pews and sleepy worshipers have been the result 
of an over-fed nation which has lived too much for 
material things. When we become poor, when we face 
uncertainty and great hazards, we shall be compelled 
again to think. Then we had too much food and too 
little oxygen. Now we may have too little food some- 
times, but there will be a chance for the higher life. 


x * 


But it will not do for us to assume that religion 
will need no reconstruction for the new times. Religion 
is always in need of reformation, but more particularly 
after periods of great material prosperity. Amos and 
llosea spoke to a nation that had learned to recline 
n beds of ivory and to drink wine from big bowls. 
in America we must purge Baal worship from the 
religion of Jehovah. 

It is a time to produce a more thoughtful formula- 
tion of religion. We can no more hope to take a camp- 
meeting theology over into the new age than we can 
to take hand reapers. Our great universities have done 

great service in formulating a more systematic and 
orderly statement of religious faith. Because a few 
noisy and factious spirits have opposed the preaching 
of these modern conceptions of religion, our pulpits 
have often been devoted to ethics and sociology and 
kindred matters, while the people have been perishing 
or a knowledge of God. 

We want no superficial liberalism for the new day. 
lhe man who has only learned to deny is a freshman 
in the study of the newer conceptions of religion. 
Chere has been a liberalism quite as superficial and 
empty of spiritual power as the belated orthodoxy 
which it has sought to supersede. 

In formulating the message for these days, we 
must have something to believe and teach about God. 
lhe old works of Christian evidence were concerned 
chiefly with proving that there is some kind of a God. 


CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON, EDITOR. HERBERT L. WILLETT, cokraxpurinG ‘datzon. 
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A Call to Arms 












They did not tell us much about Him. We now know 
that it is a work of supererogation to prove that there 
is a God. Why prove what nearly everybody believes? 

But believing there is a God doesn’t change any 
man until he discovers who God is and what He wants to 
do in His world. When one looks at recent books 
he is surprised to see how many of them are concerned 
with the subject of God. Balfour, the great English 
statesman, has written a book about God. Dr. Gor- 
don, of the Old South church, Boston, near the close 
of a great ministry has written about God. Saul among 
the prophets was no more astonishing figure than H. G. 
Wells among the theologians. None of the books of 
these men attempts a proof of the existence of God. All 
of them seek to know Him better. 











x * 






The Christian faith and life faces no longer so 
easy a foe as the infidelity of a Robert Ingersoll. The 
old infidelity was negative. Its chief weapon was a 
sneer. It offered no formulation for the problems of 
life. It is no wonder that the church found it so easy 
to triumph over so mean a foe. Christianity never grew 
faster in this country than in the days when it faced 
that sickly antagonist. 

jut in these days the 
formulated and is 
adequate way. It is Christ against Nietsche. 
of the anti-Christ are here. We are 
have the superman lording it over his serfs, or the 
Kingdom of Christ in which our Elder Brother will 
help the feeblest with the most tender care. Under 
the one system we should no longer see any reason 
for preserving the lives of our aged or our cripples. 
Ruthlessness would sacrifice everything which could 
not take care of itself. We should reproduce the jungle, 
made ten times more hellish by reason of modern 
knowledge. Under the rule of Christ we should go on 
to a sense of the infinite value of human life in the 
eyes of God until our dream of brotherhood would at 
last be realized. 

Faced by such alternative, how can religion fail 
to recognize at this hour its need of the apostolic spirit? 
These are no times for an easy conscience nor for a 
half-hearted service. The enemies of Christ have risen 
against Him in power. Armed with the sword of the 
spirit, we must fight with the vigor and courage and 
sacrifice of Paul. In the churches there should now 
sound forth the battle-cry of a more militant Chris- 
tianity. The cowards and slackers are to be shamed 
and the valiant knights of our holy faith are to be sent 
forth with conquering power. It is to be Christ or 
the superman. As for us and our household, we pledge 
ourselves to Christ. 
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EDITORIAL 


HOW LONG WILL AMERICA BE AMERICAN? 


[ is a matter of observation that the immigrants in 
| this country have a much higher birth rate than do 

the native Americans. The investigations of the 
census bureau reveal to what extent this observation is 
founded in fact. This bureau has recently published a 
bulletin showing the birth rate of the various elements 
in the population in certain of the populous eastern 
states. People of divers occupations and walks in life 
have been studied. 

In Massachusetts the 31 per cent of the population 
which was foreign born produced 58 per cent of the chil- 
dren born during the year. In Maine 15 per cent of 
foreign born had 28 per cent of the children; in Con- 
necticut 30 per cent of foreign born had nearly 63 
per cent of the children. As the ratio is studied for 
the various states, it would seem that the birth rate ts 
nearly twice as high among the foreigners. 


of course, some offset to this. Among 


There is, 
these people less intelligence is used in the rearing of 
children and the infantile death rate is also higher. It 
is not enough higher, however, to make up the differ- 
ence, there can be no doubt that at the present time 
he foreign population is increasing much more rapidly 

n is the native population 

In davs to come, the birth rate among these alien 
peoples will decline, if we may judge by the analogies 
of older They will lose their group 


rormation in 


immigrant groups 
our population 
American life, as doubtless the ten tribes 
absorbed in the east Mean- 
blink the fact that the 
fundamentally 


and eventually be ab- 


sorbed in the 


of the Israelites were 


while, no religious worker can 
population is being 
changed, nor in it be ignored that the birth rate is 


umong Roman Catholic peoples than it is 


character « 


far higher 


among the Protestants 


THE RELIGIOUS PROBLEM IN IRELAND 


he pre iblem there is not economic 


wars of the past 


| N present-day Ireland we are nearest to the religious 


A witty 
Irish have more lib- 


or political so much as it ts religious 
Scotch writer has shown that the 
than the 


religion, 


Knglish. They have free- 
with no establishment They have 
a parliament of Scotch and Welsh 


erty much abused 
dom 1n 
forty members tn 
and English members which rules England. The gov- 
ernment has terms for the 
Irish peasantry to buy land than are to be had in Eng- 


Che Irish still suffer under absentee landlordism, 


arranged more favorable 
land 
but it is hard to see how even independence would reme- 
dy that. 

Che bitter fact in Ireland is that Ulster is 
tant and the remainder of the island is predominantly 
Catholic, and more under the heel of the parish priest 
world. There has been 


Protes- 


than in most sections of the 
too much disposition for Irish religionists to impose 
their religion on each other by force rather than by the 
gracious arts of persuasion. 

Phe same sort of division is to be found in 
Canada 
to rally to the support of France when she was in danger 
from the Teuton invader. But it did not so happen. 
The French priest persuaded the populace that France 


ve ry 
French Canadians might have been expected 


was being punished for her sin of disestablishing the 
church. The French Catholics are now seeking to be 
set apart under a separate government. 

Both of these situations result from the grind of 
age-long controversy. It is well for religious people 
to bear witness to the truth but they should always re- 
member to speak the truth in love. 

We have developing in this country, an incipi- 
ent religious situation that is similar. Protestants and 
Catholics are being set apart from each other by sec- 
taries in either camp. Unhappy Ireland and divided 
Canada should serve to reveal to us how unchristian 
and how unprofitable in every way such party feeling is. 


WORKING OUT A MORE ADEQUATE COM- 
MUNITY PROGRAM 


HE federation of the churches nationally has gone on 
well and the Federal Council of the Churches of 

Christ in America is a much appreciated symbol of 
such unity as we have achieved in our Protestant life. 
The carrying of federation to the cities and towns has 
been attended with more difficulty. An examination of 
the reports of various city federations over the country 
will indicate that much good work has been done, but 
there has not been a well-rounded program for any of 
them. 

The first week in October there will be held in Pitts- 
burg a meeting in which will be studied in a more sys- 
tematic way just what forms of community cooperation 
there may be in the work of the churches in any city. 
The advance announcement mentions “the standardization 
of Christian cooperation.” This is rather a misleading 
phrase to apply to the objects of the meeting, for com- 
munity programs may not be standardized in the same 
way as the bolts are in a Ford automobile. Yet a con- 
ference devoted to this matter should arouse interest all 
over the country. 

The subjects to be treated are suggestive of what the 
proposed community program in religion is to be. They 
are: Community Evangelism, World Evangelism, Social 
Service, Religious Education, Comity, Religious Publicity, 
International Justice and Goodwill. We are not sure we 
would include all of these as matters demanding the at- 
tention of a local federation. There are probably other 
matters which need to be included. We shall, however, 
never have a community program for religion unless we 
shall have some study of the problem. The Pittsburgh 
meeting should have the support of representative lead- 
ers among the Disciples of Christ. 


STOKER OR PREACHER? 
‘Tine Lutheran has rendered a real service in print- 


ing in parallel columns the ministerial salaries of 

the leading denominations in this country and the 
salaries of various workers in other kinds of employ- 
ment. It is rather shocking to find the Disciples tabu- 
lated among those who reward their ministers least, 
only the southern Baptists treating the ministers of the 
gospel with less generosity. The average salary among 
Disciples is given as $526. The highest salaries are 
paid Unitarians and Episcopalians. Of the evangelical 
bodies, the Presbyterians are most generous. The aver- 
age salary of ministers among the Unitarians is $1,221, 
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while soap-makers receive $1,107 and furniture makers 
$1,194. 

The point of this comparison is not to complain of 
salaries as being too high for other workers but to in- 
dicate that the ministers of the gospel are not taken 
care of in accordance with their needs. A Presbyterian 
newspaper declares that the stokers of engines on the 
trains are far better paid than the men who preach the 
gospel. 

In Illinois the presbyteries of the Presbyterian 
church are calling on the sessions to estimate the in- 
creased cost of living in each community and to raise 
the salary accordingly. In this way it is hoped may be 
carried out the provision of that church, as given in the 
confession of faith, that the minister “may be free from 
worldly cares and avocations.” 

Our ministry will continue to leak at the top unless 
this question is taken hold of quite seriously. We will 
see an increasing number of our men going into other 
vocations, not because they are worldly, but because 
they demand an education for their children and a com- 
petence for their old age. There are many ministers 
among us with no new books and no contacts with the 
brotherhood in the conventions, all for lack of the neces- 
sary funds. This is a sin and a shame. 


FEEDING THE STARVING MILLIONS 
OF EARTH 


I may well be grateful for the favorable crop 

reports that are now coming in. The corn and 

potato crops, which are fundamental in our food 
supply, seem to be of most unusual size. We must not 
be deluded by these figures, however. The United 
States is now the food granary for a large part of the 
western world. Our bumper crops will be bought up 
at high prices and before spring we shall wish we might 
have had more supplies, both for our allies and for our- 
selves. 

The war has already brought the world to the place 
where people are literally dying of starvation. What 
is going on in Germany and Austria is in considerable 
measure a matter of conjecture. Cut off from the mar- 
kets of the world, they must be having a most miserable 
sort of existence. We do know that in Belgium and 
Poland and Serbia and Armenia there is terrible need. 

Most American families on the old scale of liv- 
ing wasted enough to keep another person or two alive. 
The garbage pails of our country have borne daily tes- 
timony to our extravagance and wastefulness. This has 
always been wrong, but waste in these days takes on 
a sinister significance. 

Certain Christian organizations are taking up the 
question of our responsibility to the world in this time 
of its need. A pledge is being provided which demands 
of its signers that they help during the war in increas- 
ing the food supply of the world and in conserving it. 
Such a pledge if taken by every Christian in the country 
and conscientiously kept would be of great service to 
suffering humanity. 


WHAT WE DO WITH OUR MONEY 


T is something of a commentary on the standards of 
our modern world that the world’s highest salaried 
man is Charles Chaplin. It is said that during the 

coming year his total earnings will be more than a 
million dollars. This man who is clown to the whole 
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western world has a straight salary of $670,000. When 
we compare this with the seventy-five thousand dol- 
lars a year received by the president of the United 
States or with the salary of the men who head our 
biggest corporations, we reach the astonishing conclu- 
sion that we in America prize a funny man above all 
others. 

The unprecedented wealth that has rolled in upon 
us in recent years has taxed our ingenuity. We have 
bought automobiles until the factories of most of the 
companies have been taxed to their capacity. One 
person in eleven in lowa owns a car. If we count five 
to a family, that would mean that every other family 
has one. One person in twenty-seven for the whole 
country now has a car and the percentage is rapidly 
increasing. 

While these facts stare us in the face, we may ex- 
amine our missionary and benevolent reports and see 
that the gain there has been only slight. Our Home 
Missionary Society continues to report a loss and the 
Foreign Missionary Society reports no more gain than 
has been customary. The facts would seem to indict 
the stewardship of the American people. They have 
been prodigal in their luxuries and stingy in the things 
that are most pleasing to God. 

The war will reduce our enormous resources. We 
have daily expenses several times the income of the 
government, and taxes continue to mount up. When 
the people begin to talk about retrenchments, will they 
ask to have the missionary salaries cut ten per cent, 
or will they slice a little off of the incomes of movie 
actors and automobile magnates? 


THE VALUE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


ISCIPLES have not, as a rule, been very zealous 
students of the Old Testament. We used to go 
there for types and shadows, but with the down- 

fall of the covenant theology among us, we no longer 
study the tabernacle as carefully as we used todo. We 
once used the Messianic prophecies in presenting Chris- 
tian evidences, but in these latter days there are more 
convincing arguments for the genuineness of the Chris- 
tian religion. 

Our neglect of the Old Testament arose in part, no 
doubt, from a misunderstanding of the position of Alex- 
ander Campbell. The first smell of heresy attaching to 
the garments of the great reformer came from his Ser- 
mon on the Law delivered in the Redstone Baptist Asso- 
ciation. In this sermon, Campbell showed that the Old 
Testament had no statutory authority over Christians, 
His followers have completed his job by showing that 
the New Testament has no statutory authority either, 
but has an authority and a value of another sort. 

secause the Old Testament is not a law book is 

no reason for rejecting it as a useful book for religious 
purposes. We may there trace the early development of 
religion. The patriarchs made mistakes and acted on 
partial knowledge. They lived in the starlight while we 
have the sunlight of the Christian truth. 

There would be a poverty of material for the reli- 
gious education of our children, were it not for the Old 
Testament. The stories of the early books of the Bible 
are a deathless literature for the religious training of 
the young; for the development of the child mind in 
some measure parallels the development of the race, and 
the childhood of the people of God is able to instruct 
the childhood of our own day. 





THE CHRISTIAN 


It is not only to the young and immature, however, 
that the Old Testament brings a message. Our so- 
cial reformers have gleaned some of their most power- 
ful epigrams from the prophets. There is no more beau- 
tiful and significant lyric poetry in the world than the 
psalms. The philosophy of the Old Testament in the 
writings of the Sages is not systematic, but it probes 
the fundamental problems of human life. With the new 
method of literary criticism and evaluation at work, the 
Old Testament is revealed as a great and ever valuable 


literature 


MAKING GOOD WITH STRANGERS 


DISCIPLE boy was asked by his pastor the other 
A day to which Disciple church he would transfer 

his membership in the town to which he had 
moved two years ago “To neither one,” this boy re 
plied. Then he told of the “glad hand” he had receiv- 
ed in a church of another fellowship and how he was 
attending that church, though he had not taken his 
letter from the old Disciple church at home. 

rhis is rather unusual, of course, for our churches 
have the reputation of hospitality the country over. It 
is possible, however, that with our growing strength 
and numbers we may be developing stiff and aristocratic 
churches where the stranger has but little chance. 

Che church ought not to wait for strangers to show 
up at the church service but should find them as soon as 
they move to town. In most communities this is a 
matter that can be taken care of through proper or- 
ganization. When the new-comer first appears at the 
church services, he should have attention that is spon- 
taneous and full of genuine interest. 

It is a curious thing that an up-to-date business 
house invariably has a mailing list of prospects to be 
relentlessly through the mail, while many 
to secure any record at all of the people 
One suburban church em- 


llowed 
churches fai 
that 
ploys both ministers and ushers to get the names of 
These are followed through letters, cards, 
besides being remembered in the 
\ll the visitors are studied 


come to its services 
strangers 
etc.. for two : 
calling work of the parish 


year®rs, 


Any Soldier Son to His Mother 
F 1 am taken from this patchwork life 
By 


some swift outthrust of an unseen arm— 
rhe death that strikes my comrades day and night—* 
pray you make of it no cause of tears, 
! beg you grieve not for me overmuch. 
\nd for your comfort I would pen this thought: 
The joy you had of me in childhood’s days 
When in your arms | played or cried or prayed 
( Those soft, warm arms! Can you or I forget?) 
Will still remain with you when I am gone. 
It is so real now, that memory ; 
Not death itself can rob you of your child. 
lhe boy I was, the man I grew to be, 
Despite the mother’s tender hopes and fears, 
llow distant, how detached and cold they seem 
\nd “O), 
My fate, this night and any night; but still 
Your child, imperishable whilst you breathe ; 


i 


sweet mother, here I stand to meet 


\s in the cradle, so until the end 


N. G. H., in London Spectator. 
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to see why they had interest enough to come to church, 
The impressions of these new-comers with regard to 
the church are of great value in formulating the church 
program for the year. 

It is not possible for a church to adopt a clublike 
attitude toward its parish, with narrowness and ex- 
clusiveness, and yet call itself Christian. The true 
church of Christ has an open door and a glad hand. 


HOME MISSIONS AND THE SOLDIERS 


T is easy to judge the leadership of home mission 

agencies by the alertness with which they have re- 

sponded to the unusual conditions created by the 
war. The Y. M. C. A. must be given the palm for 
prompt action. This organization in the first month of 
the war successfully conducted its campaign for mil- 
lions of dollars and is already at work building its huts 
in the fifty or more training camps where the soldiers 
will be gathered for the next few months. 

The Roman Catholics were not far behind when 
through their Knights of Columbus organization they 
provided a million dollars to organize for the social and 
recreational needs of all the enlisted men of that faith. 

The bishops of the Protestant Episcopal church 
in the United States of America at its May meeting 
organized the National Service Commission consisting 
of one hundred and fifty leading laymen and ministers, 
and they now have a full time executive officer. They 
will soon be ready to take care of the spiritual needs of 
Presbyterian soldiers. 

The Methodist Home mission board is asking for 
special funds to be used in work with the soldiers. 
Some of this money may be spent in strengthening the 
program of the local churches near the training camps, 
which seems a very wise way in which to use the funds 

Congregationalists and Baptists have not been less 
alert, but have programs formulated and are buying 
the property they will need for their work. 

Meanwhile, Disciple activities in behalf of the sol- 
dier seems to be altogether of a private sort in local 
congregations. Is it possible that none of our home 
mission agencies have seen this opportunity ? 


High Summer 


INKS and syringa in the garden closes, 

And the sweet privet hedge and golden roses, 

The pines hot in the sun, the drone of the bee; 
They die in Flanders to keep these for me. 


The long sunny days and the still weather, 
The cuckoo and the blackbird shouting together, 
The lambs calling their mothers out on the lea; 
They die in Flanders to keep these for me. 


The doors and windows open: south wind blowing 
Warm through the clean, sweet rooms, on tip-toe going, 
Where many sanctities, dear and delightsome be— 
They die in Flanders‘to keep these for me. 

Daisies leaping in foam on the green grasses, 

The dappled sky and the stream that sings as it passes— 
These are bought with a price, a bitter fee— 

They die in Flanders to keep these for me. 


—KATHERINE TYNAN. 
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The Tyranny of Trifles in Religion 


thew contains the most caustic of 

Christ’s recorded utterances. The 
indictment is of the formal religion- 
ists: the scribes and Pharisees who 
were in the audience that day. Jesus’ 
attack of their hypocritical character 
is terrible and of withering intensity. 
The charges are direct, specific, and 
concrete. The words fall from the 
great Prophet’s lips like a shower of 
shrapnel upon a battlefield. There are 
seven woes pronounced in this chapter 
against a peculiarly vicious type of 
religious leaders. These woes resem- 
ble as many peals of thunder in their 
unanswerable severity and unsparing 
exposure. 


Tite twenty-third chapter of Mat- 


LOVE CAPABLE OF INDIGNATION 


Be sure such plainness of speech is 
not inconsistent with Jesus’ love. It 
is in perfect harmony with the protest 
of His ministry against the substitu- 
tion of forms for spirit, ceremony for 
service. Love is not love at all unless 
it be capable of indignation against 
wrong. Yet, if the speaking of this 
vehement indictment is like a storm, 
the end of it resembles the gentle rain 
that sometimes follows a terrific gale. 
Christ lifts His voice in strain of ten- 
lerest utterance and exclaims, “O 
lerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the 
prophets, and stoneth them that are 
sent unto her! How often would I 
have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not!” 

It is from this vigorous chapter that 
one of Jesus’ seven indictments is se- 
lected for consideration. ‘Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, for ye tithe 
mint and anise and cummin, and have 
left undone the weightier matters of 
the law, justice, and mercy, and faith.” 


“MINT, ANISE AND CUMMIN” 


“Mint, anise and cummin”—these 
herbs specified by Jesus were the com- 
monest and least valuable of that day. 
Mint was a garden herb of an agree- 
able odor, similar to the plant known 
to us by the same name. Anise, known 
also as “dill,” was used by confection- 
ers and perfumers. Cummin was a 
plant of the same genus as fennel. 
Under the law, tithes had to be paid 
upon all the increase of the seed. The 
point of Jesus’ criticism was that these 
religious leaders were very careful to 
tithe even of the smallest plants, but 
were indifferent to common honesty 
and simple justice. Jesus accuses 
them of straining at a gnat and swal- 
lowing a camel. A startling and ludi- 
crous figure this! The Hindus phrase 
it, “swallowing an elephant and being 


By Edgar DeWitt Jones 





“Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye 
tithe mint and anise and cummin, 
and have left undone the weight- 
ier matters of the law, justice, 
and mercy, and faith: but these 
ye ought to have done and not 
to have left the others undone. 
Ye blind guides that strain out 
the gnat, and swallow the camel!” 


—MAatTTHEW 23: 23-24. 











choked with a flea.” The meaning of 
so sensational a statement is obvious. 
Long before the modern crusade 
against germs was born, the scribes 
and Pharisees were accustomed to 
strain wine through linen or gauze, 
lest they should unawares drink some 
little insect that would render them 
ceremonially unclean. Yet these same 
men were not at all averse to dishon- 
esty and avarice. 

It was this punctilious regard of the 
religionists of Jesus’ day for minute 
interpretations of the law, and a pla- 
cidly indifferent attitude toward the 
weightier matters, that aroused His 
indignation and brought about the de- 
nunciation recorded in Matthew twen- 
ty-three. 


A CAUSE OF DIVISION 


Trifles still tyrannize our race. 
Multitudes are yet in bondage to mint, 
anise and cummin. The tendency to 
excess in trifles is nowhere seen at 
such a disadvantage as in the conduct 
of religion. Divisions in Christendom 
have occurred over the most trivial 
causes. The manner of wearing the 
beard, of dressing the hair, of fasten- 
ing wearing apparel—these and other 
apparently trifling reasons have di- 
vided Christendom into competitive 
camps and rival communions. 

Trifling differences in theology have 
separated brethren in the Lord. ‘Thus, 
two members of different communions 
engaged in a heated argument as to 
“the order of faith and repentance in 
conversion.” The one _ contended 
stoutly that faith precedes repentance; 
the other as vigorously argued that 
repentance comes first. The upshot of 
the controversy was that the disputants 
fell out with each other and estrange- 
ment followed. Another manifested a 
martyr spirit in defense of his convic- 
tion that the act of immersion was 
invalidated if by chance so much as 
“a single hair of the head escaped 
submersion.” Still another contended 
that the Lord’s Supper could not be 


\ 


Scripturally observed if more than one 
cup was used. 

It would be easy to multiply exam- 
ples of this type of mind in religion. 
Such persons have a passion for 
stressing trifles and magnifying the 
inconsequential. They forget that 
“God has called us to build temples, 
not to whittle sticks.” 


WHITEFIELD AND ERASMUS 


George Whitefield once engaged in 
a controversy with a religionist who 
affirmed with much warmth that 
“every pin in the tabernacle was pre- 
cious.” Whitefield calmly answered, 
“Yes, and to those that hold that view 
the pin is apt to be more precious than 
the whole tabernacle.” Erasmus, in 
an indictment of the monks of his age, 
said: ‘The same men who think the 
devil will have them if they change 
the shape of their frocks are not afraid 
to intrigue and lie. They shudder if 
they have left out a verse in a psalm, 
and they tell each other questionable 
stories longer than their prayers.” 


“"Tis not the wide phylactery, 

Nor stubborn fasts, nor stated prayers, 
That makes us saints; 

We judge the tree by what it bears. 
And when a man can live apart 

From works on theological trusts, 
I know the blood about his heart 

Is dry as dust.” 


Trifles often clog the wheels of or- 
ganized Christianity. Passing strange 
it is that men and women who mani- 
fest in business and society a large and 
liberal spirit, sometimes exhibit a par- 
simonious nature in the conduct of 
Christian affairs. Especially is this 
true in church finance. Men who sit 
on directors’ boards in big business 
and coolly give their vote in transac- 
tions where tens of thousands of dol- 
lars are at stake, have been known to 
perspire freely and appear much crest- 
fallen in the presenting of a small 
deficit at a church officiary meeting. 
Obstacles that are regarded as mole 
hills in running a grocery, a dry goods 
store, or a bank, become veritable 
mountains in the conduct of financing 
many a church. 


“TRADITIONS OF THE ELDERS” 


The tyranny of trifles in religion is 
to be seen also in the tenacity with 
which we cling to certain forms of 
service. In no other realm is one so 
likely to become a slave to outworn 
methods as in that of religion. The 
“traditions of the elders” are nowhere 
so strong and authoritative as in eccle- 
siastical circles. Church members have 
often become so wedded to a method 
of contributing to the expense budget 
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that they will fervidly oppose another 
method, even when assured that it will 
make for spiritual culture and in- 
creased offerings. Innovations here 
are often met with stubborn opposi- 
tion. If a weekly method of contribu- 
tion will greatly increase the efficiency 
of a congregation in systematic finan- 
cial support, it is difficult to understand 
the reluctance of some to change from 
monthly or quarterly methods. Are 
not all members of one body, and have 
not all severally to work together 
toward a common goal? 

How great is the need for a practice 
of the noble sentiment, “In faith unity, 
in opinions and methods liberty, in all 
things charity.” 


JOHN WESLEY’S TEST 


It is a subtle test of a Christian's 
mettle when his pet plan is ruthlessly 
set aside for a better one. Well it is 
for the world and for us that occasion- 
ally our favorite schemes are torpedoed 
and sunk. John Wesley brought to 
his great field of activity the outlook 
and spirit of a high churchman, and 
love of form and 


the consequent 
knows what he suf- 


ritual. (od only 
fered when he threw to the winds his 
opinions and preferences, only to give 
the masses the word of God by mouth 
of spiritually-minded laymen. Edu- 
cated t that no one had the 
right to unless ordained and 
established church, 


In lve ve 
preach 
by the 


“God of the Human 


G. WELLS’ “God, the Invis- 
ible King,” to quote the author, 
* 1s a “religious book written by 


a believer The reviewers in Great 
Britain and America have given it very 

eral attention Their criticism is 
ot unmixed praise 

[he author has an impetuous tem- 
perament. He not ponder a 
thought long before rushing into print 
with it He thinks as his pen 
writes. He approaches the profound- 
st thought that has ever engaged the 
human mind, that of God, with the 
onceit—pardonable, perhaps—and the 

chy, though not too reverent style, 


Che book is 


does 


popular novelist 
contradictions He slashes 
Christianity He has not 
aken time to understand the thought 
ul message of the church of today 
lhe confidence with which he asserts 
the universal coming of his “renascent 
religion” is amusing and naive If 
he had meditated longer and not writ 
ten on the run, his book would have 
intellectual 
acceptable to the 


been freer from inconsis- 


tenctres and more 


he was horrified when first his brethren 
of the laity began to evangelize the 
commoners. Nevertheless, when he 
saw that their work was blessed of 
God, he accommodated his own opin- 
ion to the practical demonstration of 
the value of lay-preaching. 

Wisely, then, he trained the laymen 
for this fruitful kind of evangelism 
and the result was that Methodism 
shook all England. 


THE MIND OF THE MASTER 


There is only one cure for the mint, 
anise and cummin type of mind, and 
that is the mind of the Master. Jesus 
came protesting against the tyranny 
of trifles in religion. He threw His 
magnificent manhood full and free 
athwart the cold, calculating formal- 
ists who were in seats of authority in 
the Jewish church. He was an Ampli- 
fier, an Emancipator, a mighty Deliv- 
erer! There was amplitude in His 
views of God and man. The God He 
revealed was a God of justice, of 
mercy, and of truth. The mankind 
He revealed was a large and munifi- 
cent humanity. He created a spiritual 
atmosphere that was wholesome to 
breathe, so sweet it was, so full of 
tonic purity. His vision was vast, and 
His sympathy boundless. His vocabu- 
lary was characterized by catholic 
terms, and words of oceanlike wide- 
ness. He loved the word “all,” and 
“whosoever” was often on His lips. 


By George A. Campbell 


mind of Christendom, and more true 
to the spiritualties. 


AN AUTHOR WHO THINKS 


Yet I am not sorry that the book 
was written. There are many fine 
things in it. Mr. Wells thinks; he 
does not merely quote, and he is al- 
Whatever he writes 
is worth reading. It is of the good 
in the book I wish to touch upon. 
What, think you, would be the effect 
upon their readers if religious jour- 
nals should publish only those things 
which would receive praise? Think 
you, that at the end of a year of such 
a program, all their readers would be 
following false gods, because the 
editors for the time being had laid 
aside the unenviable art of defaming? 
|, for one, would like to risk the ex- 
periment 

Here is Mr. Wells’ thesis in “God, 
the Invisible King”: “The reality of 
religion deals wholly and exclusively 
with the God of the heart.” 

We know God alone by experience. 
We cannot grasp Hitn by logic. Na- 


Ways interesting 
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The scribes and Pharisees regarded 
Him with suspicion and opposed Him 
at every turn. With splendid disre- 
gard of the man-made rules for the 
Sabbath, He exemplified the Golden 
Rule by doing good on the holy day. 
He exalted man above ritual, love 
above the letter, and justice abové 
punctilious concern for the peccadillos 
of religion. 


“THE AMPLE CHRIST” 


The Ample Christ challenges our 
standards as He did the scribes and 
Pharisees of His day. He observes 
the smallness of our spiritual concepts, 
the littleness of our creedal systems, 
the meagerness of our ministries, the 
misplaced emphasis of much of our 
teaching; and He calls us to larger 
views of God and man. Our deep- 
rooted prejudices give Him pain. Our 
provincial views disappoint Him. Our 
supreme selfishness pierces His great 
heart like a sword. The very great- 
ness of His presence, the vastness of 
His spirit, the boundlessness of His 
love, rebuke us. Surveying Him in 
all His loveliness, the tyranny of the 
trivial becomes insufferable, and unto 
Christ we cry: 

“On my heart your mighty charm renew; 


Still, still let me as I gaze upon you 
Feel my soul becoming vast like you. 


First Church, Bloomington, III. 


Heart” 


ture’s God cannot be demonstrated as 
wholly good. The stars do not reveal 
the God we know. 

God is not the force we call life. 
This vital, renascent religion gives us 
no cosmogony, but it gives us a per- 
sonal God who supports us for all the 
experiences of life. ‘Modern religion 
bases its knowledge of God and its 
account of God entirely upon experi- 
ence. It has encountered God. It 
does not argue about God; it relates.” 
This is good. But the book would 
have been very much stronger if the 
author had taken into consideration 
the supporting experience and rectify- 
ing testimony of others. Christianity 
is the accumulated experiences of all 
saints. Mr. Wells has recently found 
God. He did not receive Him in the 
conventional churchly way. He is, 
therefore, inclined to depreciate the 
typical Christian experience. It is 
good to know, however, that out of 
the welter of this age one of the 
popular, hitherto agnostic writers has 
found God to be vital in and necessary 


to his life. 
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MR. WELLS IS A BELIEVER 


Here follows a passage which indi- 
cates that Mr. Wells has come into 
the inner circle of believers: 


“Suddenly, in a little while, in his own 
time, God comes. This cardinal experi- 
ence is an undoubting, immediate sense 
of God. It is the attainment of an ab- 
solute certainty that one is not alone in 
the world. It is as if one was touched 
at every point by a being akin to one’s 
self, sympathetic, beyond measure wider, 
steadfast and pure in aim. It is com- 
pleter and more intimate, but is it like 
standing side by side with and touching 
some one that we love very dearly and 
trust completely? It is as if this being 
bridged a thousand misunderstandings 
and brought us into fellowship with a 
great multitude of other people. i 
[he moment may come while we are 
alone in the darkness, under the stars, 
or while we walk by ourselves or in a 
crowd, or while we sit and muse. It 
may come upon the sinking ship or in 
the tumult of battle. There is no saying 
when it may come. But after it has 
come, our lives are changed. God is 
with us, and there is no more doubt of 
God. Thereafter one goes about the 
world like one who is perplexed and has 
found a solution. One is assured that 
there is a Power that fights with us 
igainst the confusion and evil within us 
and without. There comes into the 
heart an essential and enduring happi- 
ess and courage.” 


One who writes thus has had some 
such an experience as the mystics, 
who in true apostolic succession bind 
our day with that of Paul and John. 
\WWhen the soul has such contact with 
God, it carries within itself an evi- 
lence that no shifting intellectual can 
destroy. 

Mr. Wells’ God, as he explains him, 
is not satisfactory to my intellect. The 
Creator-Father of Paul suits me bet- 
ter. But I doubt not that a man may 
have a vital faith with faulty views. 
Who of us have not faulty views? 
The soul that thinks at all knows that 
his mind can easily become dizzy with 
the unsolved and, perhaps, the unsolv- 
able problems of the religious life. 

Most of the positions taken in Mr. 
Wells’ books in his positive presenta- 
tion of God could be supported by 


RESIDENT WILSON has writ- 
P ten a personal message to the 
soldiers and sailors of the Amer- 

an army and navy, commending to 
them the daily reading of the Bible. 
The message was written at the re- 
quest of Robert B. Haines, Jr., secre- 
tary of the American branch of the 


Scripture Gift Mission of Philadelphia, 
and it will appear on the front fly leaf 
of an edition of 75,000 copies of the 
New Testament, illustrated in colors, 
and especially prepared for the men 
of the American army and navy. The 
President's 


s message follows: 


THE 








scriptural passages from the New 
Testament. What he attacks is a 
caricature of Christianity. 

It is too early to know the effect 
of the war upon the deeper things 
of life. Some have lost their faith 
in God. They hold that if the Chris- 
tian view of God were true He would 
not be so silent; indeed, He would 
have used some of His almightiness 
and prevented this awful war. Suf- 
fering thus robs some of God and dis- 
covers Him to others. Wells is among 
the latter. “Our sons (they had been 
killed in the war) who have taught us 
God,” he wrote in “Mr. Britling.” I 
hope that at the end of the war his 
experience will be that of the most. 
It is heartening to read these words 
from so unconventional a religionist: 
‘God comes, we know not whence, 
into the conflict of life. . He is 
our friend and brother and the light 
of the world.” 


THE WAR AND RELIGION 


Mr. Wells uses the term loosely 
when he says God is not Providence. 
He cannot see that God interferes 
with the laws of Nature. But is not 
this fine? “But God will be with you 
nevertheless. In the reeling aeroplane 
or the dark ice-cave, God will be your 
courage. Though you suffer or are 
killed, it is not an end. He will be 
with you as you face death 
and the present death will be swal- 
lowed up in victory.” 

Mr. Wells is not satisfied with the 
good man who is not a believer: 


“The benevolent atheist stands alone 
upon his good will, without a reference, 
without a standard, trusting to his own 
impulse to goodness, relying upon his 
own moral strength. * * * 

“He has no one to whom he can give 
himself. He is still a masterless man. 
His exaltation is self-centered, is prig- 
gishness; his fall is unrestrained by an 
exterior obligation. His devotion is to 
the will within himself. At any moment 
his mood may change. 


How like much Christian preaching 
that sounds! 


The Bible for the Soldiers 


THE Bible is the word of life. I 

beg that you will read it and find 
this out for yourselves—read, not little 
snatches here and there, but long pass- 
ages that will really be the road to the 
heart of it. You will find it full of 
real men and women not only, but 
also of the things you have won- 
dered about and been troubled about 
all your life, as men have been al- 
ways; and the more you read the more 
it will become plain to you what things 
are worth while and what are not, 


what things make men happy—loyalty 


right dealing, speaking the truth, read- 
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“The difference between the uncon- 

verted and the unbeliever is this: it is 
that the latter has experienced a com- 
plete turning away from self. 
I have come under a divine imperative, 
I.am obeying an irresistible call, I am 
an humble and willing servant of the 
righteousness of God.” 


WHERE WELLS HAS ADVANCED 


Mr. Wells, in his former writings, 
has had a passion for the social recon- 
struction of the world. He now comes 
to have a great, purposeful basis for 
his social kingdom. It is no longer 
a kingdom merely of men and women; 
it is, above all, the kingdom of God. 
No longer does he plead primarily for 
a brotherhood, but for a theocracy. 
God calls to service. “What am | 
in the kingdom of God?” becomes the 
controlling question to every quick- 
ened conscience. 

“The spirit of God will not let the 
believer rest until his life is readjusted 


and as far as possible freed from the 
waste of these base diversions.” 


Is not this as uncompromising as 
Jesus: 

“The servant of God has no business 
with wealth or power except to use them 
immediately in the service of God. 

God takes all. He takes you, 
blood and bones, and houses and acres; 
he takes skill and influence and expecta- 
tions. For all the rest of your life you 
are nothing but God’s agent. If you are 
not prepared for so complete a surren- 
der, then you are infinitely remote from 
God.” 


I wish Mr. Wells would go to 
church and hear some modern preach- 
ing, and become better acquainted with 
current Christian thought. I believe 
he would be less critical of the church. 
His own experience would be richer 
and more satisfactory. Christ would 
open up to him vistas of spiritual truth 
yet closed to him. Still I am glad he 
has found God. The kingdom is very 
big. In its inclusiveness I doubt not 
that it embraces many that our nar- 
rowness has excluded. 





iness to give everything for what they 
think their duty, and, most of all, the 
wish that they may have the real ap- 
proval of the Christ, who gave every- 
thing for them—and the things that 
are guaranteed to make men unhappy 
—selfishness, cowardice, greed and 
everything that is low and mean. 
When you have read the Bible you 
will know that it is the word of God, 
because you will have found it the 


key to your own heart, your own hap- 
piness and your own duty. 


Wooprow WILSON. 





An International Experiment 


has done, the thing which puts 
into visible and concrete form the 
spirit and purpose of this Interna- 
tional Congress, is the joint achieve- 
ment of these two nations, the United 
States and Canada. From the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, and from the 
Pacific across to the Arctic, there 
stretches an international boundary 
line of 4,000 miles, where territory 
touches territory, where sovereignty 
meets sovereignty, where nation sa- 
lutes nation, but for a hundred years 
the international waters of those Great 
Lakes have been unfretted by any ship 
of war, those rolling prairies have been 
unmarked by any hostile fort, those 
majestic mountains have never echoed 
to the roar of any alien gun. 


i HE greatest thing North America 


A BOUNDARY THAT IS FREE 


Four thousand miles! For one hun- 
dred years! Tell me, you men from 
other continents, where in all the 
world is there a match for this that 
North America has done? Where is 
there a civilization so undishonored ? 
Where is there a boundary so free? 
Where is there a history so worthy of 
record? Let Europe answer. 

Europe! from whom we inherited 
our civilization, whose two thousand 
our background, whose 
achievements were our inspiration. 
Europe! whose Christianity is in our 
creeds, whose culture is in our col- 
leges, whose heart’s-blood is in our 
veins! Europe! bristling with guns 
from the Hebrides to the Dardanelles, 
bleeding at every boundary with 
death-wound none can stanch—O 
Europe! how often would America 
have come to you with the gospel of 
international good-will, teaching you 
the secret of Anglo-American peace, 
proving to you the power of interna- 
tional disarmament, and helping to 
gather your shattered nationalities into 
a United States of Europe! How 
often! But ye would not. Now, no 
matter who among you is to blame, 
we, too, must suffer in your agony. 


years 1S 


COMMON DEMOCRACIES 


But when this world-storm of Eur- 
ope is past, when this red rain has 
enriched the roots of Europe’s next 
verdure, the United States and Can- 
ada, their common democracy made 
stronger by their common experiences, 
shall again into the council 


*Dr. MacDonald delivered this pro- 
phetic address before the Fifth American 
Peace Congress, held at San Francisco 
late last year. 


come 


By J. A. MacDonald* 
Editor of the Toronto Globe 


chamber of the nations, and, with the 
released democracies of the warring 
peoples of Europe, shall speak the 
doom of the autocrats and the despots 
and the war lords and all that damn- 
ing system of militarism that has 
cursed Europe for two thousand years. 

Before this world-war is over these 
two free democracies of North Amer- 
ica shall have paid the price of war; 
it may be they shall have paid it in 
full. And then, not the United States 
and Canada alone, ‘but all the 
democratic nations the world over, 
shall have something to say to the war 
lords. And they will insist that the 
world is too small for war lords or 
for war; that in the world neighbor- 
hood of civilized nations there shall 
be no longer any room for the wild 
beasts of Europe’s war jungle, and 
that the broken-down war-national- 
isms of Europe shall give place to 
North America’s international experi- 
ment. 


A PROPHETIC VOCATION 
And this is North America’s pro- 


phetic vocation ; this is the high calling 
wherewith North America is called; 


not any proud boasting that America 
is better than Europe, that “I am 
holier than thou,” that our hand- 
breadth of political history has nothing 
to learn from Europe’s struggle 
through the ages. Not that. 

North America at best is only 
Europe’s second chance. The seeds 
of our harvests of liberty and peace 
were carried to our shores from the 
historic fields of Britain, from France, 
too, and the Netherlands, from the 
sunny slopes of Italy and the Alpine 
glens, from the shadows of Bohemia 
and the valley of the Rhine. We are 
the heirs of all the ages. 

North America’s international ex- 
periment had not been possible but 
for the age-long heroisms of Europe 
that seemed to fail. And our great 
experiment in civilized international- 
ism would even yet fail of its full 
achievement were there in Europe to- 
day no heroes ready to suffer, no mil- 
lion martyrs ready to die, that law 
shall reign among all the nations, that 
justice shall come to all the world, and 
that any people anywhere who desire 
to be free and are fit to be free shall 
be given freedom’s unfettered chance. 





ay 


Some Recent Books 


q 








Winns. By St. John 
G. Ervine. Another story of the 
war, and one which will take its 
place with “Mr. Britling” as a true 
record of the reaction of the great 
conflict upon individual life. The 
picture is here given of four young 
men of Britain as affected by the 
war's outbreak and progress. Ulster, 
Devonshire, Dublin, and London are 
the scenes of the story. The central 
theme of the book seems to be that 
“old men make war and leave young 
men to pay the price of it.” The vol- 
ume is dedicated to Rupert Brooke, 
the poet-soldier who gave his life in 
the early months of the war. ( Mac- 
millan Company, New York. $1.60.) 


* * * 


Sotpier Soncs. By Patrick Mac- 
Gill. This little volume contains somé 
of the favorite songs of the soldier on 
active service, as gathered together by 
Mr. MacGill, an active soldier, but also 
a poet of a vital quality and of wide 
fame. An interesting dedicatory letter 
addressed to a friend is a feature. 
(E. P. Dutton & Company, New York. 
$1 net.) 


CHANGING 


* * * 
AMARILLY IN Love. By Belle K. 
Maniates. A further joyous record 


of “Amarilly of Clothes-Line Alley,” 
which book brought fame to this very 
human writer. Cheery and filled with 
genuine humor. (Little, Brown & Co., 
Boston. $1.25 net.) 

x * * 

EVENINGS WITH GREAT AUTHORS. 
By Sherman Cody. Vols. I and II. 
In these days of freakishness in liter- 
ature, it is well often to go to the 
fountain-heads of our literature, the 
masters who have been proved true by 
the centuries. In this series of little 
books Mr. Cody is doing a real service 
to the world in presenting most attract- 
ively the work of the great authors of 
the world of modern times. In Vol. 
I of the series the author contributes 
twelve essays on such themes as “What 
Constitutes a Good Poem?” “How to 
Study Shakespeare,” “Landmarks in 
American Literature,” etc. Then fol- 
low sections discussing the works of 
Shakespeare and Abraham Lincoln, 
with selections from their writings. 
In Vol. II, Scott, Dickens and Thack- 
eray are treated in the same manner. 
To one who wishes to become better 
acquainted with the fundamentals of 
literature these volumes will prove 
invaluable. (A. C. McClurg & Com- 
pany, Chicago.) 
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An American Hut 
in London 

The Y. M. C. A. is making prompt 
use of the funds that were raised in 
America at the beginning of the war 
for work among the soldiers. The 
hut which was begun at Aldwych in 
London on the Strand will be fin- 
ished by the American organization 
and dedicated to the use of our sold- 
iers. When it is completed, it will 
provide sleeping accommodations for 
350 men and will be fully equipped 
with games, writing and reading 
rooms. There will even be facilities 
for serving the American ice cream 
soda. Our soldiers passing through 
London either to or from the battle 
front will find the Y. M. C. A. head- 
quarters a very homelike place to be. 


Methodist Bishops Stand 
by President 


\t the semi-annual meeting of the 
bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, they passed a strong resolu- 
tion on the war situation in which 
they endorsed the stand taken in this 
war by President Wilson. They said 
in part: “Your bishops assembled 
in their regular mid-year session 
summon you to a solemn and pray- 
erful consideration of the position 
and duty of our church in this our 
greatest war for human liberty. As 
followers of Jesus Christ we labor 
and pray for the reign of peace. But 
God himself makes peace ‘the work 
of righteousness.’ There can be no 
peace, and there ought to be no 
peace, until it stands squarely based 
upon righteousness. We stand with 
the President in his message to Con- 
gress where he said: “The right is 
more precious than peace.’ ” 


Work Among the 
Moslems Prospers 


S. M. Zwemer is an acknowledged 
authority on matters connected with 
the Moslem world. He reports that 
there is an unusual interest among 
the followers of the Prophet in our 
Scriptures and he is demanding that 
strong reinforcements be sent to all 
the Moslem mission work imme- 
diately at the close of the war. 


New Editor for 
Laymen’s Movement 


The Laymen’s Missionary Move- 
ment has chosen a new editor for their 
journal, Men and Missions, in the per- 
son of Dr. F. P. Haggard of the Bap- 
tist fellowship. He will assume the 
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duties of his new position about Sep- William E. Freemantle, now all sleep 


tember 1. with their fathers. Rev. Stopford 
Brooke was noted for his literary 
Fourth Member in interpretations. 


Union Church , : 
a : ; ; .. Methodist Expansion 
here is a unique union church in Among Slavs 

Waupun, Wisconsin, which was first a ‘ 

formed by the union of a Free Bap-. he Methodists had a good work 

tist church with a regular Baptist in Petrograd before the war, but 

Church. Later the Disciple Church they are now preparing for rapid ex- 
Abbaye ; : pansion of their work among the 

of the town united with the union Gj... The late Mrs. Francesca 

church. Among well-known minis- Nat Gamble, of the Methodist For- 

ters which served this union church eign Board, has left provision for a 

was Professor Hoben of the Univer- hundred thousands dollars to be ex- 

sity of Chicago. Last fall the beau- pended in headquarters buildings in 

tiful church building of the Union Petrograd and in Bucharest. 

Church burned and as it was some- 

what depleted in its membership, it (Catholicism Not 

voted to unite with the Congrega- Gaining in England 

tional Church. The new organiza- 

tion will be called the Union 

Congregational Church. It will be 

operated in full affiliation with the 

Congregational denomination but 

will keep alive its tradition of a com- 

munity fellowship. 


It has been a common impression 
with Protestants that Catholicism is 
on the increase in England. This 
impression is not shared, however, 
by Hilaire Belloc, a famous English- 
man of letters and a devoted Roman- 
ist, who spoke recently to the Catho- 
England Loses lic Truth Society and declared sor- 
sant sl rowfully that the Roman Catholic 

movement in England is not mak- 

Death has taken its toll from Eng- ing any progress. He promised 
land’s ministry the past few months. to continue his loyalty to the Truth 
Rev. Stopford Augustus Brooke, Society, but suggested it would be 
Rev. William E. Addis and Rev. “with increasing gloom.” 





The Most Beautiful Hymnal Ever Produced by the American Church 


HYMNS OF THE 
UNITED CHURCH 


The Disciples Hymnal 
Charles Clayton Merrson and Herbert L_ Wile 





Contains all the great hymns which 
have become fixed in the affections 
of the Church and adds thereto three 
distinctive features: 


HYMNS OF SOCIAL SERVICE 
HYMNS OF CHRISTIAN UNITY 
HYMNS OF THE INNER LIFE 


These three features give this new 
hymnal a modernness of character 
anda Vigelty not found in any other 
book. This hymnal is alive! 

It sings the same gospel that is 
being preached in modern evan- 
gelical pulpits. 

Price, per single copy, in cloth, $1.15 

In half leather, $1.40. Extraordinary 

discount made to churches adopting 

this book in the early days of the first 

edition. 

Write to-day for further information as 
to sample copies, ec. 
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700 East 40th Street, Chicago 














Social Interpretations 


WHERE THE PEACE TERMS 
HANG 


S it treasonable to talk about stat- 

ing terms of peace? The rabid 
~ militarists would have us believe 
so, but the rabid militarists believe 
in a dictated peace at any cost; they 
have no faith in reason; force is 
to them the only law. At the op- 
posite extremity are the pacifists; 
they react so utterly against the 
time-burdened theory of force that 
they would have the lamb lie down 
inside the lion; it is quite as difh- 
cult to understand the mental work- 
ings of those who would allow the 
Prussian to sit astride the world 
rather than fight as it is to com- 
prehend how the barbaric mind can 
till run rampant in the modern 
militarist. The saviors of the world 
today are true lovers of peace—not 
1 peace of death to liberty and de- 
nocracy, but a peace for liberty and 
lemocracy through reason enforced 
y the arm of law and order when 
: nation runs amuck in its military 
ibsessions. Our danger is_ that, 
with our minds occupied and our 
passions inflamed with the dreadful 
necessity of war, we will uncon- 
sciously take on more of the mili- 
tary mind and tend more and more 
to demand the peace of sheer force 
and peace instead of the 
peace of reason through negotiation. 
Germany trampled on the canons of 
made them “scraps of 
shall we yield to the 
defence of that 
The world 
Prussianism 


} 


a dictated 


and 
now 
force in 
which attacked 
cannot be saved from 
by turning Prussian. 
[he Pope’s proposal sounds sus- 
piciously Austrian. Austria is the 
fairest jewel in his political diadem. 
Rut the time has come for use of 
reason, and reason demands a state- 
ment of concrete terms by the Al- 
lies. It is not enough to say “when 
democracy is made safe”; democ- 
racy will be made safe by the kind 
of a peace we make, and that peace 
will be on specific terms; it is high 
time that we outline, in some more 
specific terms, what kind of a peace 
we deem it necessary to demand to 
insure the safety of democracy. The 
status quo ante is a German peace; 
the retaining of German colonies is 
a peace of conquest; penal indem- 
nities is a peace of force, belies our 
desire to free the German peoples 
a rancor; it is moreover 
a peace on ancient war terms and 
not on terms that make for future 
peace. We must all suffer vicari- 
iously for the sins of past war-mak- 


reason 
paper” ; 
canons of 
she 


and leaves 


ing and imperialism; the peace of 
the world can be assured only by 
making it without reference to an- 
cient quarrels or military methods, 
but solely with reference to future 
security and by epoch-making prin- 
ciples with the established institu- 
tions of reason as_ international 
media. Reparation is reasonable 
and the autonomy of small peoples 
is democratic, and disarmament, 
plus international courts and police 
forces alone, will secure the future 
against autocracies. 

The German people are ready to 
talk terms of peace; the Prussian 
military machine sees the handwrit- 
ing on the wall, but still has faith 
in its power to hold out until their 
enemies are worn down. A definite 
statement of reasonable terms of 
peace and a bid for negotiation upon 
those terms would do more to put 
power in the people’s hands in Ger- 
many than can any type of victory 
by arms; and we feel assured there 
will be no safety for the world until 
Germany is in the people’s hands. 
The conditions to be named need 
show no lack of sternness, and they 
can be so stated that they cannot 
be mistaken as signs of weakness; 
they can be emblazoned upon the 
very banners of the Allied cause and 
become a crusader’s war cry. So 
long as the Prussian war party can 
convince their people that we de- 
mand a conqueror’s peace and the 
destruction of Germany they can 
rally them to their program and in- 
still into them the martyr spirit of 
patriotic fanaticism. 

: 2 SS 

CHRIST AND THE KINGDOM oF Gop. 
sy S. H. Hooke, of Jesus College, 
Oxford and Victoria College, To- 
ronto. 144 pages. 60c. Geo. H. 
Doran Co., New York. 

This little volume is a compact 
series of studies on the development 
of the experiences of Jesus in rela- 
tion to the idea of the Kingdom of 
God. It does not treat of the social 
teachings of the Gospels, but of 
those dramatic experiences of the 
Master, both within His own mind 
and soul and in the passing events 


By ALVA W. TAYLOR 


of His life, as He pursued steadily 
the idea of bringing to His people 
and to humanity a realization of the 
Messianic hope and that Kingdom 
the dreams of which had so deeply 
penetrated the hearts of many in His 
day. The treatment is so thorough- 
ly in the light of psychology and of 
a historical and literary apprecia- 
tion of the records that it forms one 
of the most suggestive studies of 
the life of Christ in modern relig- 
ious literature. 





The Armenian 


The Armenian is not only an indus- 
trious peasant, he has a talent for 
handicraft and intellectual pursuits. 
The most harassed village in the 
mountains would never despair of its 
village school, and these schools were 
avenues to a wider world. He has 
also that talent for commerce which 
the Jew displays in Eastern Europe 
and the Greek in the Levant, and he 
plays a similar role himself, as the 
skilled workman and the man of busi- 
ness, in the interior of Asiatic Turkey. 
Every town in Northern Syria and 
Anatolia had, eight months ago, its 
populous, prosperous Armenian quar- 
ter—the focus of local skill, intelli- 
gence and trade, as well as of the 
town’s commercial relations with Con- 
stantinople and Europe. 

During the recent massacres bands 
of women and children were driven 
forth from their homes in an agoniz- 
ing state of apprehension. There was 
a heroism about their exodus, for there 
was still a loophole of escape from 
apostasy. And in their case, apostasy 
brought the certainty of life, because 
it meant their immediate entrance into 
the harem of a Turk. Life at the price 
of honor—most of them rejected it; 
and yet, if they had known all that 
lay before them, they might have 
judged it the better part. As it was, 
they clutched at the desperate chance 
of immunity, and presented them- 
selves for the march. But the gaol- 
bred gendarmes had no intention of 
conducting the caravan intact to its 
destination. Many girls were sold 
into shame before the march began. 
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The Larger Hope 
The Lesson in Today’s Life* 
By CHARLES H. SWIFT 


of the shepherd and the sheep was 

rich in meaning. The pastoral 
life of the Hebrews quickened their 
minds to a ready understanding of the 
figure used so frequently by their 
prophets and teachers. The skilful 
feacher of Nazareth found it to be a 
very valuable vehicle in conveying to 
the minds of his hearers some of the 
richest spiritual truths he wished to 
teach. As much as we prize the shep- 
herd psalm, so rich in spiritual truths 
experienced by Israel’s poet, much 
richer in content and inspiration must 
it have been to the heart of every true 
descendant of Abraham. Ezekiel like- 
wise finds it very fertile in seed 
thought, as he attempts to inspire his 
captive countrymen with the larger 
hope of national restoration. 


T: ) the Oriental mind, the imagery 


* * * 


The prophet so develops the figure 
is to include a variety of lessons 
vhich he wishes to drive home. 
Oriental despotism came under the 
fire of his daring denunciation. Je- 
hovah will reckon with those rulers 
vho, like selfish shepherds, fleeced the 
people in order to satisfy their own 
selfish lust. The wealthy class, whose 
luxurious idleness and extravagant 
ease creates a downtrodden poor class, 
falls under the prophet’s condemna- 
tion of injustice. Because of misrule 
and oppression, Jehovah, as a good 
shepherd, will break the shackles and 
will bring His people back to the fer- 
tile valleys and rich plains of their 
native land. 

This note of hope, so frequently 
struck by the prophets, must have 
cheered the hearts of the Hebrew cap- 
tives. It was easy for the average 
mind to have depressing thoughts. 
Surrounded by a strong people against 
whom they dared not rebel, their souls 
became filled with despondency. The 
cynical taunts against their God were 
painful stabs at their pride. Their 
hearts became sick as a morose pes- 
simism sprung up in their midst. The 
glory of their kingdom had evidently 
gone down to defeat. Material pros- 
perity as an evidence of their right- 
eousness had failed them. It de- 


*This article is based on the inter- 
national Uniform lesson for September 
2, “The Shepherd of Captive Israel.” 
Scripture, Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 23-27. 


manded the vision of a prophet to see 
beyond the clouds. A vital faith in 
the justice and final triumph of Je- 
hovah inspired them with a message 
of a larger hope. A better day is to 
dawn when the remnant shall be saved 
and the throne of David restored. 


* * * 


Jesus enlarged upon this larger hope 
when He launched His’ program for 
the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God. Its idealism was beyond the 
grasp of the average mind. To dare 
dream of a new civilization which 
would embrace the powerful Roman 
civilization seemed an impossibility. 
To build up a world order wherein 
God’s righteousness would be supreme 
was hardly compatible with the selfish 
nationalism of the day. It demanded 
the faith of a prophet, like Paul, to 
dare believe in the ultimate triumph 
of such a civilization and to throw his 
life energies into the new scheme. 

The history of the church has re- 
vealed the growth of the doctrine of 
other-worldliness. The absence of any 
scheme to justify the corruption of 
the governing bodies, the growth of 
a wealthy class which necessitated the 
formation of an oppressed class, made 
it necessary to build up hope on the 
doctrine of a heavenly reward for the 
faithful endurance of wrongs and in- 
justice in this life. For centuries this 
heavenly hope satisfied the minds of 
the masses held in ignorance. Moral 
and political corruption continued to 
grow rapidly. Rulers continued to be 
despots. The masses were held in 
slavery. The shepherds continued to 
fleece the sheep. Abused and uncared 
for, hope, was lost in misery and faith 
destroyed by despair. The prophetic 
soul which dared dream of a new 
order brought about the reformation 
which aided materially in breaking the 
shackles. 

Not until recent years, when the real 
content of the Kingdom of God was 
rediscovered, has this larger hope be- 
come a vital force in purifying society. 
Not a doctrinal hope due to the 
triumph of some theological specula- 
tion or ecclesiastical controversy, but 
a social hope which dares have faith 
in a new world order. This larger 
hope is finding expression in the new 
world democracy for which the nations 
of the earth are struggling. It is a 
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prevalent note of confidence that mili- 
tarism will pass away. No less cer- 
tain is it that autocracy is on its death- 
bed. But the larger hope has a richer 
content. It lays hold of a new world 
civilization in which every individual 
is of value. All government shall exist 
for him. Industrial injustices, political 
corruption, civic wrongs and all other 
forms of undemocratic life will have 
no place in the new order. The world 
is agonizing in blood to bring about 
this change. 

The prophetic voice of the pulpit 
must be heard in inspiring the world 
with this larger hope. It will ulti- 
mately come through the evangeliza- 
tion of the world. It must come. 
There is no place for the pessimist in 
the pulpit. This faith must be intensi- 
fied. The church must press on in its 
efforts for the realization of this new 
order. The altar fires of prayer must 
be kept burning. Ultimately God's will 
must prevail and He shall become the 
world’s shepherd. This is the larger 
hope. 





An Intropuction To THE OLD 
TestaAMENT. By Harlan Creelman, 
of Auburn Theological Seminary 
with a Foreword by Frank K. San- 
ders, of Yale University. This work 
is the product of a pr: actical Biblical 
teacher of many years’ experience. 
The old testament history is treated 
chronologically, and the basis for the 
treatment is the findings of reverent 
modern scholarship. Dr. Sanders 
commends the work for its helpful ar- 
rangement, its clearness and sanity of 
treatment and the maintenance 
throughout of the religious point of 
view along with the scholarly process 
of analysis and interpretation. (Mac- 
millan Company, New York. $2.75.) 
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I he Bethan ; A NOTABLY SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT 


TO PRESENT RELIGIOUS TRUTH IN 


A REASONABLE, ATTRACTIVE AND 
} a e EFFECTIVE WAY TO YOUNG AND 
OLD. IT RESULTS IN AN ACCURATE 


KNOWLEDGE OF BIBLICAL FACTS, 
AND IN A VITAL APPRECIATION 


Lessons Sor a 


Spiritual: The great purpose of religious education—the training of 
mind and heart and will to ‘‘see God” and feel God in the world of nature, history, 
and especially in the revelation of His will in the life of the Savior of men—is not 
made subservient to the presentation of mere historical facts. The study of the 
Bethany Graded Lessons grows Christian character; it does not simply produce 


scholars. 














Thorough: Not a hop-skip-and-jump compromise scheme of study, 
made as easy as possible. Thoroughness is not sacrificed to the minor end of 
easiness. Each year of th» life of child and youth is provided with a Bible course 
perfectly adapted to that year. The Bethany Graded Lessons are psychologically 


correct. 


Practical: An interesting fact relative to the Bethany Graded Lessons 
is that they are fully as popular with small schools as with large. The system 
is thoroughly adaptable to all conditions. The fact that a school is small does not 
mean that it is easy-going and careless in its choice of a system of study. We 
can truthfully say that many of the finest schools using the Bethany Lessons do 
not number more than 75 members. No matter what the conditions of your 
school, the Bethany Graded Lessons will fill your need. 


If your school is ambitious, if it is thorough-going, 
if it is willing to take religious education 
seriously, you must have the 


BETHANY GRADED LESSONS 


Thoroughly approved and more popular than ever after 


nine years of useful service. 


Send for returnable samples today and prepare for a year 
of genuine study of religion. 
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Chicago Disciple Ministers 
Are “Stayers” 


Six of the Disciple Ministers of Chi- 

cago have been with their churches 
twelve years or more. These ministers 
and churches are: Austin Hunter, who 
has just completed twelve years at Jack- 
son ay E. S. Ames, at yd 
Park; C. G. Kindred, at Englewood; \ 
F. Shaw, at Sheffield avenue, and J. F. 
Futcher, at Ashland Avenue. Dr. Wil- 
lett, also, has had a long period of serv- 
ice, although his pastorate has not been 
a continuous one. Mr. Hunter believes 
that these facts have significance, and 
holds that they are ample evidence of 
the stability and fruitfulness of our Chi- 
cago work. He states that when he 
was a pastor of seven years’ service at 
Indianapolis there was but one other 
ninister of the Disciples there who had 
to his record that long a pastorate; this 
was, of course, A. B. Philputt, who has 
heen a tower of strength in the Hoosier 
city for many years, and still leads the 
forces at the great Central church. Dur- 
ing the twelve years’ ministry of Mr. 
Hunter at Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, 
there have been about 1,100 additions to 
the church membership. Mr. Hunter 
has conducted over 300 funerals and offi- 
iated at 300 weddings. 


Kansas Disciple Leader 
Enters War Service 


Earl A. Blackman, pastor of the First 
church, Chanute, Kan., enjoys the dis- 
nection of being the only Kansas Dis- 
ciple pastor appointed to a chaplaincy in 
the new national army. Mr. Blackman 
s eminently endowed with those quali- 
ties which make for leadership among 
men in either army or civil life. He has 
three years’ time made his church the 
ost powerful expression of the social 
mscience of a city of ten thousand per- 
sons, and through the part which he 
has taken in shaping every constructive 
social program, he has impressed his 
personality upon the entire community. 
He was serving, at the time of. his com- 
mission, as president of the local lyceum 
ind of the Community Chorus, secre- 
tary of the Chautauqua, chairman of the 
Neosho County Red Cross Association, 
resident and manager of the Child Wel- 
re Association, and directing genius of 
the \ssociated Charities. The Chanute 
hurch has refused to consider Mr. 
Blackman’s resignation. It has granted 
leave of absence for the duration of 
he war, and has prevailed upon his 
vife, Eva Morgan Blackman, to remain 
the field to represent the pastor in 
absence and to give continuity to the 
work by assisting the acting pastor and 
heads of departments to shape the 
sent activities of the church in ac- 
cord with Mr. Blackman’s past policies 
ind future plans. Pastors’ wives are 
proverbially loyal, and so are soldiers, 
but here is a double loyalty willingly 
played, though it cost a double sac- 
rifice. Howard E. Jensen is serving as 
acting pastor at Chanute until October 1, 
at which time he will return to the Uni- 
ersity of Chicago for further study. 


Progress at First Church, 
Steubenville, O. 


First church of Steubenville, O., has 
been enjoying the most prosperous year 
In additions to the 


of her history. 


Disciples Table Talk 





church, in attendance at the regular 
services, in offerings for current ex- 
pense and for missions, the record of this 
year surpasses any previous year. Dur- 
ing the summer months the attendance 
at the regular services has been larger 
than usual. Instead of closing the church 
for the summer, the pastor, Ernest H. 
Wray, decided to put forth special ef- 
fort. During July he preached a series 
of four sermons in the evening on “Life's 
Four Cardinal Values”: 1. Home; 2, 
Character; 3, Friendship; 4, A Saviour. 
The church, at the suggestion of the 
pastor, has adopted a five-year develop- 
ment program, which involves all the 
material, intellectual and spiritual needs 
of the church. This program is also 
comprehensive and takes into its grasp 
the interests of the world need. The 
program for this fall and winter will 
consist of courses in teacher training, 
beginners and advanced classes in mis- 
sion study and _ high class. lecture 
courses. Instead of following the usual 
prayer-meeting methods, the pastor will 
give a series of lectures on the books 
of the New Testament. The ministry of 
First church and its pastor has recently 
been augmented by securing the serv- 
ices of Mr. Hugh Dwight Darsie, who 
graduated from Bethany last June with 
high honors. He will have charge of 
the religious education while with Steu- 
benville. During the past year 160 have 
been added to the church. The church 
has given the pastor a leave of absence 
for three months to go with the Ohio 
Guards to Montgomery, Ala., to act as 
religious director of the War Council 
Association of the Y. M. C. A. In the 
absence of the pastor the pulpit will be 
filled by Mr. Darsie. 


* * * 
—Further details have come in of the 


automobile accident which resulted in 
the death of Jesse P. McKnight aad 
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wife, leaders at Wilshire Boulevard 
church, Los Angeles, Cal. The accident 
occurred at a grade crossing near Long 
Beach, and on a spur track which is sel- 
dom in use, and is said to be without 
a safety device of any kind. The car, 
which was struck by a Southern Pacific 
switch engine, was carried 150 feet down 
the track. Trainmen rushed to the aid 
of the party, but found Mrs. McKnight 
and her sister, Miss Smyser, already 
dead; Mr. McKnight and a Mr. Duncan, 
who was in the party, were fatally in- 
jured and did not survive long. Mr. 
McKnight is survived by two children 
by his first marriage. It is reported 
that steps have been taken to investigate 
the cause of the accident. 


—Robert N. Simpson, who has recently 
resigned at Harrodsburg, Ky., will as- 
sume his new task at First church, Bir- 
mingham, Ala., on September 1. Mr. 
Simpson visited sirmingham several 
weeks ago and was overwhelmed with 
the magnitude of the opportunities there 
for service in the field of religion. 


—During the month of August the 
River Street Church of Christ, Troy, 
N. Y., is undergoing extensive repairs. 
The Brotherhood Bible Class of this 
church recently entertained the entire 
Bible school at a picnic. The Troy pas- 
tor, J. H. Craig, expects to spend a part 
of his vacation at Washington, D. C. 


—Carroll W. Flewelling, pastor at 
Ashtabula, O., for over four years, has 
resigned from the pastorate there to ac- 
cept the work at Collinwood church, 
Cleveland, O. Mr. Flewelling is a Hiram 
man and leaves a fine record of service 
at Ashtabula. He begins at Collinwood 
September 1. 


—Roud Shaw, evangelist, reports that 
his party closed their campaign at Frank- 
fort, Ky., July 29. On the closing day 
a service was held at the State Reform- 
atory, the greatest for fruitfulness he 
has ever experienced. The warden of 
the prison declares the effort the most 
remarkable ever attempted there. Hun- 
dreds came forward and in other ways 
declared for the new life. Mr. Shaw 
and his singer, A. L. Haley, are in Al- 
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bany, Ky., for a brief meeting, and will 
go from there to Winona Lake for the 
conference program 


—Old Union church, out twelve miles 
from Lexington, Ky., was established by 
Barton W. Stone in 1823. It is now 
coming to be one of the most flourish- 
ing rural churches in the state. M. W. 
Bottom, minister there, was recently as- 
sisted in a protracted meeting by J. L. 
Finnell, of Lexington, and it is reported 
as the most successful series in the his- 
tory of the church. Mr. Bottom reports 
126 additions to the membership during 
the meetings 


James Small, of Hyde Park church, 
Kansas City, Mo., who has been com- 
missioned by Governor Gardner as 
chaplain of the 120th infantry, will have 
over 3,000 men under his spiritual care 
The regiment is soon to mobilize to 
cross over to Europe. Mr. Small’s posi- 
tion is equal to that of a captain. The 
Kansas City Journal recently published 
an extended editorial in praise of Mr. 
Small’s ability and special fitness for this 
latest responsibility 


Report comes of the death of R. B 


Chapman, who has ministered to the 

congregation at lonia, Mich., for three 

years His death followed an attack of 

diabetes Mrs. Chapman and the three 

hildren were visiting in Ohio at the 
time ol his decease 

ind Mrs. | K. Higdon, who 

en studying in Yale in prepara- 

for missionary work, will leave in a 

days for the Philippines, where they 

begin their service 

I’. Rowlison, who served as a 

iperintendent in Missouri for 

numbe f years, with headquarters at 

Vandalia, has accepted a call to the pas- 
torate at Minier, Ill 


Stuart Street church, Springfield, 
is planning a series of meetings to 
1 late in September and to be under 
leadership of C. C. Sinclair, of Kan 

rmer pastor of the 


on has begun his pastorate 

hurch, Cedar Rapids, la., 

succeeding VP. L. Schuler there. Mr. Al- 

lison has been a resident of Cedar Rap- 

ids for the past year, and an honorary 
tf the congregatior 

B. Moore, pastor at Manhattan, 

has resigned from this work to 

pt the pastorate at Butler, Mo., on 

‘ptember 1 The Butler congregation 

soon erect a new house of worship 


Word has been received of the death 

amuel Fowler, at one time pastor ot 

Tabernacle church, Columbus, Ind., 

more recently a resident of Erwin, 
Tenn 

Peter Ainslie, of Baltimore, declared 
in an address delivered by him at the 
recent convention of the Disciple 
churches of Southern California, held at 
Long Beach, that “modern education is 
defective in that it develops and trains 
the intellect without regard to the heart 
and the will.” Dr. Ainslie was the chief 
speaker of the meetings 


L. O. Newcomer, Ohio pastor for 
many years, has recently been called to 
the work at Lorain, O., and has accepted 
the call 

First church, Covington, Ky., did a 
part of its “bit” by conducting a special 
service in honor of its young men of 
conscription age The auditorium was 
beautifully decorated, an appropriate 
ermon was delivered, and a roll call was 
conducted The young men were pre- 


DOING THREE IMPOSSIBLE 
THINGS 


In three sorts of fields it has been 
counted impossible for the Disciples of 
Christ to build up churches: Old com- 
munities, the Atlantic Coast and large 
cities, but Baltimore is all three of these 
and the Calhoun Street Church, with the 
encouragement of the American Christian 
Missionary Society, has come to self-sup- 
porting strength. 

That Home Missions may continue to 
work such miracles, the Men and Millions 
Vovement must be brought to specdy and 
ri implete success. 

Men AND MiLtions Movement, 
222 W 4th St., Cincinnati, O. 


sented with white carnations as they 
stood saluting the flag. Several of these 
young soldiers rededicated their lives to 
the church and seven of them made the 
good confession and were baptized. On 
the Monday evening following, a fare- 
well reception was held for the enlisted 
men, and a banquet given them. Homer 
W. Carpenter, of Transylvania College, 
gave an address. 


H. H. Harmon, of First church, Lin- 
coln, Neb., recently came to Chicago at 
the solicitation of the Y. M. C. A. War 
Council to meet some of their repre- 
sentatives in a conference regarding his 
proposed work under the association in 
the war countries. 


Finis Idleman, of Central church, 
New York, with his family, is spending 
the summer on an old-time New Eng- 
land farm, situated in the valley of the 
Connecticut, near Rutland, Vt. Spring- 
field is his post office address. W. A. 
Shullenberger, who succeeded Mr. Idle- 
man at Central, Des Moines, recently 
had a visit with the New York minister 
at his home in New York. Mr. Shul- 
lenberger had been sent East as a mem- 
ber of a committee from Des Moines 
to secure the location of the army can- 
tonment at Des Moines. 


It is being planned to exchange the 
property of Second Christian church, 
Savannah, Ga., for that of the Seventh 
Day Adventists of the city. D. C. Myers 
is pastor at Second church. The deal 
will give this congregation more room 
for its work and be of advantage also 
in other ways. 

R. H. Crossfield, president of Tran- 
sylvania, recently gave his address on 

The Great War and the Church” at 
Central church, Lexington, Ky 


J. J. Langston, of Harvard, Neb., has 
accepted a call to the work at Sidney, 
Neb 

H. W. Schwan, of Huntington, W 
Va., is the new pastor at Central church, 
Richmond, Ind. 


The arrangements for luncheons and 
banquets at the Kansas City convention 
have been placed in the hands of a com- 
petent banquet committee, which is in 
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touch with the facilities available, and 
will be able to secure the best sort of 
accommodations at lowest cost com- 
mensurate with good service. Those 
having banquets and luncheons to ar- 
range during the course of the conven- 
tion, October 24th to 31st, are requested 
to communicate with E. E. Elliott, chair- 
man Banquet Committee, 123 South 
Kensington avenue, Kansas City, Mo. 


The Pension Roll of the Board of 
Ministerial Relief of Indianapolis, Ind., 
has just been increased by the addition 
of six names, making the total 156. The 
receipts show like gain, though it was 
necessary to borrow $1,200 for the Au- 
gust payment, until the September re- 
mittances, always the largest of the year, 
are received. 

Last April the state missonary board 
if southern California and the members 
of the South Park church, Los Angeles, 
asked Bruce Brown, who had been for 
nearly four years serving as_ state 
evangelist, to go to the aid of that con- 
gregation. The former minister had 
driven nearly 200 members away by his 
false teachings and had finally led 100 
more into Russellism and had organized 
a congregation across the street. Only 
86 names could be secured to a petition 
o keep the church in existence. The 
first Sunday of the new ministry there 
vere 62 at Bible school and 74 at church. 
[he services were held in the basement 

the unfinished church, with an in- 
lebtedness of $4,750. With the help of 
C. C; Chapman, J. G. Warren and the 
tate missionary society, $750 of this has 
been raised and paid. There have been 
171 additions in four months. One-half 

this number are heads of families. 
There were 141 present at Bible school 
two weeks ago. The money has been 
raised to pay for all improvements made 
the property. 
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—Charles M. Fillmore, pastor of the 
Hillside Christian church, of Indianap- 
olis, spent the months of July and Au- 
gust in western Pennsylvania, in doing 
field work for the National Prohibition 
Committee. He spent a week in each of 
the following counties: Lawrence, But- 
ler, Beaver, Westmoreland, Fayette and 
Washington. The last week of August 
he will be in Allegheny county. He also 
gave two weeks to Ohio. The National 
Committee was highly gratified at the 
success of his work. 


—Within the past thirty days the 
Christian Woman’s National Benevolent 
Association of St. Louis has, by a gift 
of $30,000, been enabled to purchase a 
good brick building of more than three 
hundred rooms, near Forest Park, and 
in one of the best sections of St. Louis. 
Into the three wings of this large build- 
ing they will move the Christian Old 
People’s Home, the Mothers’ and Babies’ 
Home and the association’s office, giving 
additional room, additional facilities, and 
a more desirable location and arrange- 
ment for all three departments. 


—F. W. Lynch, minister at Sharon, 
Kans., has organized a troop of Boy 
Scouts and is now busily engaged in 
getting the Camp Fire girls lined up. 
Mr. Lynch is to hold his own meeting 
this autumn and also a meeting at Hazle- 
ton, Kans., where he ministers on Sun- 
day afternoons. 


The receipts of the National Benevo- 
lent Association for the present fiscal 
year are showing a very substantial gain, 
writes Secretary J. H. Mohorter. At the 
July Board meeting the gain was shown 
to be $42,000 over last year. A part of 
this gain, however, is in the annuity fund. 
Since these funds are not available for 
immediate use they do not help to solve 
the problem of the immediate need, Mr. 
Mohorter warns. 


—On Sunday, July 29, George L. Peters 
closed a fruitful pastorate of three years 
and three months with the church at 
North Side, Omaha. During this time 
there have been 349 new members added 
to the church, the missionary offerings 
have more than doubled, and more than 
$4,000 has been paid on debts. The con- 








SIX GREAT BOOKS 


El Supremo.—White. A thrilling story of South America.............. $1.90 net 
History of the Great War.—Conan Doyle. Vol. I. Every scholarly man will 
wish to possess this great history. Purchase Vol. I now........... $2.00 net 
Aspects of the Infinite Mystery—Gordon. A profoundly spiritual volume, 
I WR ons ont nnnsscngddnbages guns danededbeenenndaes $1.50 net 
What the War Is Teaching.—Jefferson. One of the greatest books the war 
east adi nnn nnd Cadden CeAenaee naan Aheete $1.00 net 
The Bible and Modern Life.—Cooper. A rich mine for ministers........... $1.00 
Applied Religion for Every Man.—Nolan Rice Best. For ministers who live 
DD Me PN crc dlinbenddudcetechesndeheneeessenewndhaeeedsaesnenel $1.00 net 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 700 E. 40th Street, Chicago 



























=“CHURCH EXTENSION 
PERPET 





ings. 





PETUAL MOTION 
MACHINE 


Literature and poster are now ready. 


PERPETUAL 


1—Self-supporting churches must contribute to start perpetual motion in church ex- 
tension, and must keep offerings coming each year to increase the ability of the plan. 

2—Borrowing churches begin to return their loans the second year and each year 
thereafter until the loan is repaid in full. 

3—This money is immediately reloaned to waiting churches to assist in erecting build- 


4—Borrowing churches repay this money (one-fifth each year after first year) and it 
goes out to build other churches. 
5—Small buildings are being outgrown. Modern buildings are replacing obsolete 
structures. The amount of loans to individual churches is constantly increasing. 
SEPTEMBER IS CHURCH EXTENSION MONTH. 
Slogan, “Exceed your apportionment.” 
G. W. MUCKLEY, Secretary, 603 New England Building, Kansas City, Mo. 


CHURCH EXTENSION PLAN 


PROVES 


last year 60 churches were erected with $152,150, 
Church Extension money, and borrowing 
churches returned $150,976, to be reloaned to 
other churches. In 28 years 1,838 churches have 
been built with loans from this fund, and $2,089,419 returned to be reloaned. 
$50,000 is Urgently Needed to Perpetuate Perpetual Motion as 
a Feature of Church Extension Plan. 


MOTION THEORY 


























20 THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


gregation gave the pastor and his family 
a farewell reception and presented them 
with a chest of silver, as a token of their 
esteem. Mr. Peters has not determined 
upon his new field of labor. He will as- 
First Church, Omaha, during the 
absence of the pastor, C. E. Cobbey, at 
Deming, N. M., in the Y. M. C. A. war 
work 


Paul Moore, formerly of the 
tian-Evangelist, St. Louis, but now in 

ishington, D. C., writes that on August 
7th his father, the venerable W. T. 
Moore, will celebrate his 85th birthday 
Congratulations and felicitations 


J. K. Hansbrough, husband of Mrs. 
J. K. Hansbrough, Corresponding Finan 
cial nS sa of the National Benevolent 
continues critically ill, Mr 
always heartily sec 
wife in her devotion to the 
work rhe sympathies of 
will go out to them 
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number, 128 made offerings to our state 
work. Of that number, 104 reached their 
full apportionment. We hope to make 
rd this year. 

WILLIAM OESCHGER, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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FROM THE FOREIGN 
SOCIETY 


A general call has gone forth in Japan 
urging village work. It is well known 
that about 90 per cent of the population 
of the Empire dwell in villages. Thomas 

Young and wife of Fukushima entered 
village last year and every child 
in that village is enrolled in the Sunday 
school This is really remarkable. 
lid missionaries are planning 
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to enter two or three more villages this 
year, in addition to the work they are al- 
ready oing The villages are near 
enough together for the workers to hold 
a Bible school every day in the week in 
a different village. This, of course, re- 
workers and some expense 
Tibetan missionaries have been 
experiencing much trouble with their 
ount of robbers in the moun- 
carriers have recently 
been slain and robbed. A letter sent 
March 4 reached this office August 13. 
This shows the isolation of our workers 
and the difficulty they sometimes have 
in keeping in touch with the outside 
world. The mail carriers go five hundred 
miles over the mountains on foot before 
they reach the first post office east of 
Ratang. Let it be remembered that it is 
about two thousand miles from Shang- 
hai, China, to where our missionaries 
are holding forth the word of life. They 
need and deserve our earnest prayers 
every day 

Miss Mary Kelly, 
useful missionaries in all 
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ur 
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most 
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China, 


reached America. She will receive a 


glad welcome on every hand. She left 
Shanghai July 3. She says in her last 
letter before sailing: “Last Sunday we 


CHURCH SCHOOL 


A_k for Catalogue ui Special Donation Pian Ne. 27 
(Established 1 58) 
THE Cc. S$. BELL CO., AILLSB8 ORO, 


William 
Woods 


FULTON, MO. 
THE BEST ENDOWED 
AND EQUIPPED WOMAN’S 
COLLEGE OF THE CHURCH 


GYMNASIUM, SWIMMING 
TENNIS, HOCKEY, BOAT- 
ING AND SKATING 

FOR INFORMATION WRITE 
JOS. A. SERENA, Pres 


























We Read snip ir you daily craving 


and city press of America pertaining to the sub- 
ject of interest to you. 


Newspapers cui" may tem “ally 


exclusively of where you can secure new busi- 
ness, an order or a contract; where a new store 
has been started. a new firm incorporated or s 
contract is to be let. _A daily press clipping 


service means more 


For You Send Stamp for Booklet 
The Consolidated Press Clipping Company 


MANHATTAN BUILDING, CHICAGO 




















August 23, 1917 


had seventeen baptisms; five women and 
girls and twelve men and boys. Mr. 
Sarvis baptized the men and I baptized 
the women. 

Leslie Wolfe, of Manila, P. I., reports 
fifty-seven baptisms in his district dur- 
ing the past month. He reports 349 
added by confession and baptism during 
the year ending April 30, 1917. During 
the month of April the Manila Sunday 
schools had an average attendance of 
686. A new church has been organized 
at Pila, where 24 were baptized last 
month. This little church is very anx- 
jous to have a pastor locate at that point. 

C. E. Robinson of Japan says that two 
young men who were asking the way of 
life at Kizugawa were baptized June 17. 
One of them is a student in the night 
school. Both offered prayer soon after 
they were baptized—a good sign they 
will grow. 

Mr. -G. Nagayama, who graduated 
from the Drake Bible College, Tokyo, 
Japan, went to Osaka on June 20, to 
assist in the work there. 

Mr. C. E. Robinson says that there 
are 1,000 Koreans in the city of Osaka, 
Japan. Most of them are employed in 
the factories and some of them attend 
our services. He believes that if we had 
a native Korean evangelist we could 
probably win many of them to the Chris- 
tian life. 

Dr. A. L. Shelton, of Batang, Thibet, 
writes that the small irrigation system 
recently put in by the mission has been 

remarkable help, both in furnishing 

od for the poor people and in giving 
‘ mission a strong recognition in that 
whole section. Through Philip Gray of 
Detroit, who furnished the money neces- 
sary for the windmill, pump and piping, 
a small system has been put in, which 
furnishes well-watered land for 20 fam- 
ilies. Needy people have been put on 
this tract and the work is superintended 
by the mission. The social help and 
medical service of our Tibetan workers 
ire warming the hearts of the people 

»ward Christianity. 

STEPHEN J. Corey, Secretary. 
oS 


JASPER COUNTY (MO.) ANNUAL 
ASSEMBLY 


This county is the center of the lead 

d zine mining in Missouri, Kansas and 
( Detehioane, Some of the leading towns 

the state—Carthage, Joplin, Carter- 
ville and Webb City—are located within 
it. In addition to its mining interest, it 
includes some of the best farming and 
fruit-growing sections in southwestern 
Missouri. It leads the state in building 
stone. As a religious body, we number 
) congregations, with over 4,000 Dis- 
ciples and over 3,000 enrolled in the 
ible schools. Some of our best minis- 
ters in Missouri serve the churches in 
this county, viz.: C. H. Swift, Carthage; 
C. C. Garrigues, Joplin, First; D.. W. 
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Moore, Webb City; W. P. Shambhart, 
Joplin, South; Dr. John Clark, Villa 
Heights; W. E. Couch, Joplin, Central; 
R. W. Hoffman, Alba; W. W. Wharton, 
Carterville; R. W. Salts, Duenweg; W. 
H. Watson, Avilla; W. H. Flippin, Oak- 
land. One of the special features of 
their wonderful program of county work 
is an annual camp meeting or assembly. 
This assembly was held this year at 
beautiful Lakeside Park. Tents for 
speaking, eating and sleeping purposes 
were pitched. The meeting continued 
ten days, including one Lord’s day. 

The first week the “Ozark Team” con- 
ducted a “School of Methods,” with 76 
enrolled and 20 graduates. H. G. 
Knowles of Nebraska conducted evan- 
gelistic services each evening through- 
out the assembly and brought us some 
fine sermons and exemplified to us a 
very high type of New Testament 
evangelism. Our second week’s pro- 
gram consists of an Elders’ and Dea- 
cons’ Conference and a Rural! Church 
Institute. J. B. Briney, of Kentucky, 
and Prof. Alva W. Taylor, of the Bible 
College of Columbia, Mo., were our spe- 
cial guests. Professor Taylor delivered 
two lectures each day and gave to our 
people a deeper and a more comprehen- 
sive vision of rural life and the church. 
His addresses alternated with special 
addresses on farm life by specialists from 
our state institutions. The first day was 
“Poultry Day,” and to the delight of at 
least all the preachers present Prof. C. T. 
Patterson, of the State Poultry Experi- 
ment Station, told how we might raise 
more and better poultry. The second 
day was “Home Economics Day” and 
Miss Bab Bell, of the State Agricultural 
College, gave chart talks and demon- 
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American Series of Five 
Maps 


These are lithographed in four colors on 
muslin of superior quality, and measure 
inches. Large lettering of names of gece isa 
special feature of all these maps. ach map 
has distinctive features, but all have large type, 
clear and bold outlines. 

The maps are as follows: 

Map of Palestine—Illustrating the Old Test- 
ament and the Land as Divided among the 
twelve tribes. 

Map of Palestine—lIllustrating the New Test- 
ament. 

Map of the Roman Empire—lIllustrating the 
Journeys of the Apostle Paul. 

Map of Assyria and the Adjacent Lands—lIllust- 
rating the Captivities of the Jews. 

Map of Egypt and the Sinai Peninsula—Illustrat- 
ing the Journeyings of the Israelites. 

Any of the above maps sold singly and un- 
mounted at 1.00 each, postpaid. 

These maps are also furnished in a set of 5 
that are mounted on one specially constructed 
wooden roller, which is arranged to rest securely 
on the top of the upright bar of the stand. The 
stand is collapsible and is made of steel, finished 
in black Japan. 


Entire Outfit, $6.50 Net. 
By Express or Freight at Purchaser ¢ Exnease. 
DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
709 B. 40th St. Chicago, Tl. 
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BOOKS ON EVANGELISM 
Roceiins Ne Christ—John Timothy Stone. Hand-to-Hand Methods 


The Real Billy Sunday—’ ‘Ram's Horn” Brown. 
l-Winning Church—Len G. Broughton. 50c net. 

The How Book—Hudson. Methods of Winning Men. 50c net. 
Thirty-One Revival Sermons—Banks. 


Pastoral and Personal Evangelism—Goodell. $1.00 net. 

Revival Sermons—Chapman. $1.00. 

As Jesus Passed By—Addresses by Gipsy Smith. $1.00 net. 

Saved and Kept—F. B. Meyer. Counsels to Young Believers. 50c net. 


$1.00 net. 


$1.00 net. 




















Great Books 
of Today 


ON RELIGION 
Psychology of Religion 
By George A. Coe 


$1.50 net 

Aspects of the Infinite 
By George A. Gordon 

$1.50 net 

Applied ar wt for Everyman 
Nolan R. Best 

$1.00 net 

The Spiritual Interpretation of 


History 
By Shailer Mathews 
$1.50 net 
The Manhood of the Master 
By H. E. Fosdick 
50c net 


The Bible and Modern Life 
By Clayton S. Cooper 
$1.00 net 
The Man in the Street and 


Religion 
By Burris A. Jenkins 
$1.25 net 
The Wisdom of God’s Fools 
By Edgar D. Jones 
$1.00 net 
The Social Principles of Jesus 
By Walter Ra 
50c net 


The Syrian Christ 
By A. M. Rihbany 


ON THE WAR 
What the War is Teaching 
By Charles E. Jefferson 
$1.00 net 
The Christian Ethic of War 
By Principal P. T. Forsyth 


$2.00 net 
New Wars for Old 
By John H. Holmes 
$1.25 


The Challenge of the Future 
By Roland G. Usher 
$1.75 


Preparedness: The American 
versus the Mili Program 


. Hull 
$1.25 net 
History of the Great War. Vol. I 
By A. Conan Doyle 
$2.00 net 


$1.50 


$1.50 


Poems of the Great War 


FICTION 
Mr. Britling Sees It Through 
By H. G. Wells 


El een 
By E. L. White 


$1.90 
MISCELLANEOUS 


Life of Booker T. Washington 
By E. J. Scott 
$2.00 postpaid 
A Handy Guide for Beggars 
By Vachel Lindsay 


$1.25 
Fruit Gatherin 
By Rabindranath Tagore 
Rhymes of a Red Cross Man 
By Robt. W. Service 
$1.00 net 


For Sale by 


Disciples Pyblication 
Society 
700 E. 40th St., CHICAGO 
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The third day was “Milk and 
tutter Day” and Professor Ragsdale, of 
Agricultural College, brought us some 
new things on dairying. 

But a Rural Church Institute would 
not be complete without some old-fash- 
ioned gospel preaching. The veteran J. 
B. Briney gave us such sermons as some 
of our folks had never before heard. 
Sermons on the “Transfiguration of 
Christ” and the “Foundation of Hope” 
were masterpieces and gave us all a 
mountain top vision of our faith in 
Christ 

This feast of good things still would not 
be complete without some rich dessert, 
such as the C. W. B. M. can give us. 
Mrs. O. W. Lawrence, our State Cor- 
responding Secretary, held each day con- 
ferences and a Mission Study class un- 
der the trees 


strations 


The management and execution of this 
great meeting was largely in the hands 
of the capable chairman of Jasper county 
and the much beloved pastor of the Jop- 
lin First church, C. C. Garrigues. Its 
success was largely due to his prayers 
and earnest, untiring work. He was, of 
course, given every assistance possible 
by the fine coterie of preachers in the 
county. Through his management the 
daily papers of the county gave much 
prominent space to our people and to 
their work, 

I understand it is the idea to make 
this gathering a permanent annual meet- 
ing and, if possible, to extend its circle 
until it includes all our churches in the 
great Joplin mining district. 

. H. Jones, 
Missions and Bible Schools, 


Supt ) 
District of Missouri. 


Third 


A New Order of Things at Kansas City 
Convention 


Dame Rumor is authority for this 
hment We have heard that the 
Sweeney Committee is to make an 
astounding report, recommending changes 
icles of the constitution that are 
radical, to say the least. It is also stated 
by this much-famed lady that the Chris- 
tian Standard is to father, mother and 
new order of affairs, and the 
lamb will lie down with one 
will be fine. We also heard 
that the Christian Cen- 
Christian Evangelist, and 
file of persons who favored 
the General Convention, have agreed to 
the program, and that the brethren are 
coming to Kansas City to lay the plans 
and program face up on the convention 
platform, and let the company do with 
it what they will There are those who 
do not favor the mingling of our jour 
nals in the management of our assem- 
There are others who believe that 
press is the salvation of 
movement, and our 
veal church 18 


preac 


im af 


ther the 
m and the 
ther his 
whispered 
tury and =the 
the rank at 


bles 
the independent 
democrat 

ment, so far as the k 
cerned, is democratic in principle, if 

in practice Our missionary organ- 

ms are not so They are separate 
composed largely of indi- 
but supported largely by the 
or the members of the 
which amounts to the same 
he missionary societies have 
pelled to take control of our 
affairs heretofore, because we 
not attempted in any serious fashion, 
the General Convention was 
ght forth, to form any sort of an 
was competent to manage 
It is promised 


nizations 


ney which 
larger affairs tor us 
t the new order is to actually do what 
thought our General Con- 
ild do, but has not been able 
reasons that are well known 
who have labored at the task 
is promised at Kansas City a rec- 
ition which, if it holds water 
brethren and is not riddled 
with their critical bullets, is to change 
the old order 


been 
vention wot 
to do tor 
to those 
There 
ommend: 


wit the 


* * * 


l Rumor also says that the char- 
1 f the programs is to be changed 
It 3 going to be more of a conference 
vention. Reports are to be 
made by the various organizations, and 
these reports are going to be discussed 

they are faulty, the faults can be 
pointed out and the pitfalls avoided in 
the future. If the reports are commend- 


, 
than a ce 


able, opportunity will be had to laud 
those workers who have borne the re- 
sponsibility of the work and made pos- 
sible such reports. There is to be less 
specch-making at the Kansas City con- 
vention than for some years back; in- 
deed, it is said that we have never yet 
had a convention exactly of the character 
of that we are to have in Kansas City 
in October 
oe #£ 


Dame Rumor also says that the at- 
tendants at the convention are to be 
seated by states or groups of states, with 
standards bearing the names of the 
states distributed about the hall. This 
is hoped to have a good effect upon the 
attendants by keeping them in their 
seats during the sessions of the conven- 
tion. The ushering is to be handled ef- 
fectively by A. E. Cory and assistants 
The doors are to be closed at certain 
hours and remain closed until that num- 
ber is concluded before being opened 
again. Once inside, you will have diffi- 
culty in getting out, and outside, it will 
be imy for you to gain admittance 
until the doors are again opened 

Dame Rumor also says that 


ossible 


most of 
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the societies will report great gains in 
their receipts for the year, some as high 
as $50,000 increase over the best pre- 
vious year. That the Men and Millions 
Movement is getting ready for the final 
drive, and will complete this campaign 
in June, 1918, and start immediately 
upon another campaign of larger mag- 
nitude. 
oe ee 


Dame Rumor says large delegations 
are coming to the convention from far 
and near, special trains and cars, motor 
loads, etc., being the rule. She says that 
transportation managers appointed in 
different sections are already quite ac- 
tive sending out letters urging attend- 
ance, and the returns on their work is 
very promising. FE. E. Exuiorr, 

Chairman Press Committee. 





Century Subscribers! 
FORM THE HABIT 


Of Watching the Date Opposite 
Your Name on Your Wrapper! 


that means that your subscription 

has been paid to June 1, 1917. 
Within two weeks from the time you 
send a remittance for renewal, your 
date should be set forward. This is 
all the receipt you —_— for subscrip- 
tion remittances. the date is not 
changed by the third week, or if it is 
changed erroneously, notify us at once 


WATCH YOUR DATE! 


The Christian Century 
700 E. 40th Street, Chicago 


I‘ the date is, for example, Jun 17— 








Baptismal Suits 


We can make prompt shipments. 


Order Now. Finest quality and most 
fatisfactory in every way. Order by 
size of boot. 


Disciples Publication Society 
700 B. 40th St. Chicago, Til. 




















MR. BRITLING SPEAKS AGAIN 


Mr. H. G. Wells’ New Book 


“God, the Invisible King” 


Mr. Wells, the author of Mr. Britling, says: 


**The time draws near when mankind will awake . . . 
and then there will be no nationality in all the world 


but humanity, and no king, no emperor, nor leader, 
but the one God of mankind.”’ 


AMERICA IS FIGHTING FOR THIS GOD! 


“God, the Invisible King” 


3 Mo Religion of Mr. Britling’”’ 


Price, $1.25 
—FOR SALE BY— 


Disciples Publication Society, 700 E. 40th St., Chicago 
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HAVE YOU READ 


FAIRHOP 


A NEW NOVEL 
BY EDGAR DEWITT JONES 





Fairhope folks are mighty human, but you 
will like them all the better for that. 


Major Menifee may remind you of Colonel 
Carter of Cartersville. You will love Jacob 
Boardman, the modern Enoch. And even 
Giles Shockley will not repel you, “Hound 
of the Lord” though he was. 


Everyone knows that the old style of 
country church is passing forever. But 
what type of church will take its place? 
Read the chapter entitled ‘““The Old Order 
Changeth” and meet the Reverend Roger 
Edgecomb, Prophet of the new order. 


Do you like birds and stretches of meadows, 
glimpses of lordly river, and the glory of 
high hills? Do you like young preachers and 
old time country folks, their humors, their 
foibles and their loyalties? If you do, then 
you should read 


“Fairhope, the Annals 
of a Country Church” 


Price, $1.25 


Order NOW, enclosing remittance 


Disciples Publication Society 
700 E. 40th Street, Chicago, Ill. 
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Just Issued from the Christian Century Press 


PROGRESS 


A New Book That Marks 
the Dawn of a New Day! 














“PROGRESS” is the title of a brave and brilliant vol- | 
ume prepared by 


THE CAMPBELL INSTITUTE 


in commemoration of the completion of twenty years of 
Institute history. Twenty of the leading Disciple writers 
participate in a treatment of the various aspects of progress 
in religious thought and practice during the past generation. 
The chapters bear directly upon the problems of the Disci- | 
ples of Christ, but these problems are treated not from any | 
provincial or sectarian point of view, but in the light of | 
that modern learning common to all Christian scholarship. | 
The volume is an admirable interpretation of both 


CATHOLICITY AND LOYALTY 


Without doubt, it will make a profound impression upon 
all thoughtful Disciples and will succeed as no book in re- | 
cent times has succeeded in conveying to the general 
Christian world the ideals and spirit of the Disciples. 


IT IS INTENSELY INTERESTING 
Send for it today. Price, $1.50. 
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